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\ Wy — Gentlemẽ berauſe 
* e | it treteth of ſuch thin⸗ 
* ges as oughte to bee 

II founde in tbeym, J 

| thought it alſo tf there- 

| E983) wyth conueniente to 
dedicate the ſame vnto ſome noble man 
deſcended ok a noble line, and inclined 
to ſeke the knowledge of wozthy feactes, 

Thus emonge others of nobilitie, aſwcl 

fo that J haue recefued by repozt,as that 

which J haue partelye ſene, J thoughte 
none moze lykinge vnto me then youre. 
lozdſhtp, to whom J might pzefente the 
fruytes ot᷑ my labour, which though they 
be but ſmal, vet map they be madegreatcr 
by accepting the good wil of him whiche 


doth p2eſent the ſame:ſo that the mind of 
man utonrechetd the value of euerp thing, | 
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Of the Booke 


t not the greatnes therok. And kozbecauſe 
in matters of learninge great volumes 
are of litle pꝛite, vnleſte the ihings therin 
wꝛiten be of them ſelues woꝛthp, therkoze 
I thoughte god rather to wzpte ſum little 
booke of rarc tptle, then to make a greate 
volume of common matter. And when J 
conſidered that hãdicraftmen in theſe day⸗ 
es do tand much in the eſtimacionok their 
degres, and leke both the matntenaunce ? 


pꝛofit of all thoſe that be metaniques like 


them ſelues, the Shomaker ſtriuing with 
the Currier, the Currier with ß Tanner, 
the Butcher with the Graſter, the Chaun⸗ 
deler with the Cooke, eche ene hauing w 


the other great debate foꝛ the vpholdinge 


of his occupation Ffecring leſt by negligkte 
oꝛ cuerſight his fatultie might decap, me 
lemed then that noble men deſcended of 
appꝛaucd gentrp, knowẽ to be p olſpꝛing 
of woꝛthp ancitours + Gentlemen, ought 
to buyld gentrv vp agayne, whiche is (foz 
troth)ſoze decayed, ⁊ falne to great ruinc: 
wherbp ſuche cozruptfon of maners hath 
taken place, that almoſt the name of gen? 
fry is quenched, and handycraft men houe 
obtayned the tytle of honour, thoughe (in 
_ of them lelues they can chalenge ng 

"9g 2s greater 
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The Epiſtle 


greater wozthynes then p ſpade bzonght 
vnts their late fathers: but finding fewe | 
t feble tenanntes in the houſe of wozthy 


kame, theſe baſe ſozte of men haue eaſelye 


entred therin,x at this day do beare thoſe 
armes which wer geuen vnto old gentryp- 
as a perpetual remembꝛance of their woz, 
thy dedes. Therefoze fozſomuch as ſlepe 
once paſſedcannot be vaſlept agatne . the 
negligence ſtandeth to be amended by bet 
ter waking. and that eche noble and Gens ⸗ 
tlemã hereafter be moze vigilant in their 

eſtates, endeuoꝛing themſelues to repaire 
by vertue, that whych by negligence hath 
falne to decap, and by their noble dedes ta 
recouer againe that whych gold could not 
bie at thands of their woꝛthp pꝛedeceſſoꝛs. 
Parfit zeale my Loꝛde hath cauſed me fo 
wꝛyte this boke, called the inſtitucion of a 
Gentleman, wherein J rather ſhewe mp 
ſelfe willynge thenne able to declare a- 
nye meane wheareby the decayed ho- 
noure of Gentlemen mape bee reſtoꝛed 
to bis fozmer ſfate. So that J perceyue 
the greateſte parte of helpe ſtandeth in 
noble menne, in ſuche as poure Lo2de- 
hyp is and others, who be inheritours of 
* tit, the 


thy fame is an habitacio wherin dwelleth 
nobilitie, and notobſcuritie:neuertheleſle 
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the Gronnde where the houſe of worthy 
Fame was wonte to ber buylded : frome 
whence righte nobilitie tooke hys fyꝛſte 
oꝛpginall. And foꝛ becauſe in buildpnge 
bp agapne this houſe of wozthye Fame, 
manpe men mult beare office belide the 
maiſter Maſons and chieke Carpenters, 
J haue therfoze on my part (in wzytinge 
this booke) maſte wpllyngly begunne to 
beare mozter,to cary tyle, and do ſuch a⸗ 
ther ſmal offices as belong to the repap⸗ 
ring thereof, referrynge the greater per- 
fectfon of building to wozkemen of moꝛe 
might and better ſkylt, And when thys 
houſe ſhalbe well repayzed and ſtande in 
good pointe, pet the charge reſteth ſtyl 
in nobilitie to mapntepne and vpholde 
the ſame: and al wayes foꝛſe that no vn⸗ 
woꝛthy man haue his dwelling therin. 


* Whichthing when other ſhall perteine, 


and ſe that nane but menne of p2yce are 
there recepued,then wil the vnwoꝛthy be 
aſhamed fo pzeſume to appꝛoche oz dzaw 
nere therunto. Allo they ſhalbe taughte 
therby to vnderſtand that p houſe of woz- 


noble and gentle men muſt — la⸗ 
our 


The Epiſtle 


boure fo ex cell others in vertues, oz els 
there wil riſe compariſon of wozthynes; 
as why ſhould not Pan aſwel ag Apollo: 
which thing hath bene the greateſt cauſe 
of the ruine wherinto getry ts falne. Foz 
| thenegligence of him which chould haue 
ben wozthp, incozaged the vnwoꝛthye to 
take vp that whych the other letfal: thus 
as gentry hath wounded himſelfe by miſ⸗ 
gouernaunce, ſo if he ſeke not to redzefſe 
his owne harme, that which is as yet but 
decaped, is like to turne to vtter confuſis. 

Then ſhal wozthy fame ceaſe to pꝛonoũte 
thoſe things which vertue hath gloꝛitped 
in the beſt ſozt of men from p beginning. 
It hath bene of longe time the maner of 
wꝛiters to dedicate their wozkes to noble 
men, nothing cofidering beloze whether 
their wozks were kyt foz courtly reading 
oꝛ no, but ſought rather to occapy much 
tyme in eloquente Epiſtles, in pzayſings 
the parſone of the noble men, prꝛonoun⸗ 
ting the honoure of his pzedeceſſours,de- 
claring the genealogie of his noble houle , 
with other like things, hardly auopdinge 
the note of playne flatterye, wherby ſuch 
mẽ haue falne into adouble abuſe : thone 
in geuing vnto noble men ſuch pꝛelentes 
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as are vnkit foꝛ their parſons, in the other 
they abuſed themlſelues:foz of al coloured 
things flatery is ſoneſt eſpied. To auopde 
theſe two blemiſhes, fyꝛſt J truſt J haus 
not crepte nerer the pzapſe of any manne 
then this wozthinesſhalbe able to declare, 

in thother poynte the matter of this 

boke is of ſuch effec that it pertap⸗ 

neth rather to Gentlemen then 

to any others: and therfo:e 

if cannot be 

vnmete foꝛ your Loꝛdſhips 
readynge. 


The Prologue of 


this Booke, 


Aluſt in his booke called the 
YT battayle of Iugurtha, wziteth 5 
5 Ait is the p2opertie of man to las 
mente and bewaile the thozts 
nes of this pzeſent life, whyche to doe is a 
nerp vaine thing (ſaſth he)foz thatnoman 
may in ſhozt time do wozthy dedes and ex 
erciſe himſelfe in vertue. By this ſapytng , 
I learne that no man onghte to paſſe his 
time in Jdelnes,becauſe in man are only 
the fruttes of wel woꝛkinge, and in no o⸗ 
ther creature: this conſidered J thoughts 
ſum what to wzite, and ſo it fell to mp res 
memb2anncethat in theſe our dates, moze 
then euer hath ben in times paſled, an in- 
o2dinate diſdaine ambg moſt ſoztesof par 
ſons hath riſen, in that one ſozt of men tan 
not and contente with the ſtate t degrer 
of an otber. The high degree almoſt con⸗ 
tempneth the lower lost the low degre lo⸗ 
keth to tompare with his ſuperioz. The 
higher ſozt inflamed by the opinid of their 
gentrve, their noble auncitozs and aun⸗ 
ente houſes, looke foz that cauſe to bee 
dbeyed and reuerented ot all menne. 
Thus 
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thinketh not htmſelfe mell vſed vnles he 


 fenThe inſtitucion of a Gentleman, t do ther⸗ 


noble houſes : either vnrepzchended is 


The Prologue 


Thus molt mendeſire p title of wozthip, 
but few do wozke the dedes that vnto woz 
ſhip appartefgne : yea the marchantman 


be called one of þ wozſhipful ſozt of mar» 
chants,of whom the handicraftman hath 
taken example, loketh tobe called mai ⸗-⸗ 
ſter, whoſe father and graundfather wer 
wont to be called goadmẽ. Thus thꝛougg 
the title of maiſterſhippe moſt men conet | 
to clymbe the ſteppes of wozthippe which 
fitte, had wonte to appartaine to gentle⸗ 
men onelp, and men of office x eſtimacion 
2 therfoze accoꝛding to my ſmal ſkil (not 
chaltenginge to do the thing clerkly , but 
rather geuing others occaſions to amend 
the ſame)haue wziten this litle booke cal- 


in deſcribe ſuch a man as may be wozthes 
tve called maiſter, not leauinge vndecla⸗ 
red the blindnes of thoſe whiche thinke 
them ſelues Gentlemen, onelpe becauſe 
thetr fathers and auctoures did diſcend ol 


that ignoꝛaunce of thoſe menne whiche 
in their opinions wil not allowe anpe 
difference of parſons, as one manne ta 
ve better then an other: wyerin they es 

em 
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them ſelues voyde of knowledge, as the 
man is voide of grace whych wyſheth no 
oꝛdꝛe of obedience in a common waalthe 
to be obſerued. Merein is alſo declared 
who is gentle, and who is vngentle: 20 
what offices, condicions, qualities and 
maners oughte to bee in a gentleman, « 
how he ſhould differ from other ſozfes of 
me, aſwel in condicions and behanoz as 
alſo in apparel, x oꝛnaments to his bodye 
belonging, not leaning vnreherſed what 
games t paſtimes be fit foꝛ a gẽtle man et 
how they ought to be vſed Finally of ho⸗ 
no2t woꝛſhip therin is ſumwhat reherſcd 
of which no man is wozthy but he that by 
his dedes deſerueth the ſame: thus with a 
litle diſcourſe agapnſt Jdlenes 4 comen⸗ 
dacion of reading ofhiſtozyes:p boke en⸗ 
deth, deſiring the Readers of the ſame to 
vle with me the oꝛdꝛe of an archer, which 
when he teacheth an other to ſhote « that 
his ſcholer doth neuer d2awe cleane, loſe 
wel his arrowe, noꝛ ſhoteth home to the 
marke(which things be al diſpꝛaiſable in 
an Archer) then doth p maſter take out of 
his ſcolers hads y bob, ſaith thus:dꝛaw 
thus loſe thus, hold your fozchand. ic Sa 
then ſhotethy maſter archer x in ſhoting 
(by wap 


zw The Fnſtitucion of _ 


a Gentleman, 


I O treateof the crea 
tion ot man, it nedethe 


Alto read the beginninge 
8 | of the holg Bible, wher 

in we be ſuffictentlye 
— GE, >| tought what man is, ot 
what Tar and b ſubltaunce he was at the 
firſt made, who was the firſt man: what 
the diſcent of manhath ben ſince that time 
we ſhal fynd by ages t Wanarchfes ſuffls 
ctetly declared. Ther ſhal we alſo kind ma 
ny eraples whych declare vnto vs in what 
mileries man is in the wozld wiapped, as 
in ſundzpe lozrowes , vapne lyes, cares) 
Itvcknes, t oftentimes ſodapne death. Like 
wyſe ts our comfozt we map lerne the e- 
nerlatting felicitie whych is koꝛ vs pꝛepa⸗ 
red in the woꝛld to come. Thus if ſtadefH 
nedeful to declare that as we deſcende all 
of one man, ſo kynde wee no diſtinttion of 
manne, as to ſay there be any mo kindes 
df menne then one onelye : takinge all 
d2yginall and begynninge of the firſte 
man called Adam Yet we fynde that ther 
wer 


The inſtituc ion 
were divers votacſons, degres, offices, & 
anthozities of men: as Kings t Pꝛinces, 


_ Biſhops,Cluil officers,+men ofal other 


vocacions, from the higheſt to the moſte 
ſimple t loweſt of degre. So now it com⸗ 
meth to purpoſe to ſpeake of gentlemen; 
which is the whole matter of this Boke, 
anſwering to this old oblecion of the com 
mune people. When Adam delued rx Eue 
ſpan,who was then a gentleman: Therbe 
manp ok to groſle vnderſtandyng p they 
thincke to confounde a gentleman when 
they aſke of him this queſtion. To whom 
it map be ſaid, that ſomuch grace as Adam 
our firſt father receiued of god at his cre- 
acion,ſo mach nobilitle and gentry he re 
ceyued. And to vnderſtand perfectly how 
and after what demenour Adam behaned 
himſelfe, o2 howe he directed the oꝛder 
of his life, the wytneſſes J thinke in that 
beholfe are farre to ſeke: whoſe behanour 
if it wer god and honeſt, then was he the 
firſt Gentylmanne, enen ſo much as the 
kyꝛſt earthly followeer of vertue. But yt 
ther wer in him no ſuch vertue, then was 
he the kirſt gentlemã in whom vertuous 
and gentle derdes did firſt appeare 
Thus it appeareth that 1 
_ .toke 
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toke their beginning ol gentle dedes. But 
to knowe who was the firſte gentleman, 
ther is no nerer wap then to ſearch aunci⸗ 
ent hiſtozies, and by them to vnderſtande 
who did the firſt gentle dede and that kno 
wen(as Athinke) ſuch oneonght tobe cal- 
led the firſt gentilman And inlike maner 
he that did the kyꝛſt vilanous derde to bee 
called the firſt vilapn:ſo ſhal it be anſ wer 
to thoſ: which would conkounde the aun⸗ 
cient name ol Gentry,thinking it ahame 
without an office,as who ſap a tree maye 
be pzoperly called a tr without bzinging 
fozth of liuely bzaunches and fruites, eis 
wer it not a tree but foꝛ rather aſfock oz. 
dead blocke: no moꝛe wer men at the firſt 
called gentle fn vaine,as ff we do allowe 
him in the phꝛaſe of our langage to be cal 
led a churle p wozketh vnthankful dedes, 
then muſt he be called a gentilma which 
| wozketh getle dedes, o man can iuſtiy 
iniov this name which hath in him leude 
behauour oʒ vnhoneſt condiciꝭs: although 
he haue therwith annered the valiaunccot 
Alerader oz it᷑ he be ſonne to the greateſt 
duke in Europa: neyther tan hee deſerne 
place oz eſtimacion aboue others vnleſſe 
the wozthynelſe of hys ann y 
e 
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T he inſtitucion 
hee deſerne the ſame, viodorus Siculus in 
Hts firſte bocke of Anttquytves wꝛiteth 
that ther was an aunciente Citie among 
the Grectans called 4» , whyche the 
Atheniens did affirie to bee founded by 
the Egiptians, and butlded after their 
manner, in this wpſe:Jt was deuided in⸗ 
to thze partes. The firſt and pꝛincipal des 
cre therof was a place o2depned foz their 
gentlemen( called nobles) which bp their 
lernyng and knowledge excelled others, | 
wer foꝛ that cauſe thought woꝛthy orgrea 
ter honour: like as among the Cgyptians 
their pꝛieſtes were chickly eſtemed. The 
ſeconde degree was foz ſuche as applyed 
themſelnes to the knowledge of armes, ta]! 
whom there were landes and poſeſſpons ; 
n 


allowed, to the intent they ſhould at al ti⸗ 
mes be readye to ſtande in the defence of 
their tountrepe, lixe vnto theſe whych in 
Egypt did enioy lands becauſe they ſholdſ f1 
t ind ſouldicrs in their warres. The thirdſ 7 
degree was of comune people handicraft- , 
me, t ſuch as by bytnge ſelling miniffret 
necefſaryes to the Cittie Thys pꝛouethe th 
that Gentlemenne haue beene in aunci⸗ vt 
ente tyme of greater wourthynes any] m 
eſtymacpon thenne anpe other loꝛtes ol he 

8 men 
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men and chat by their wourthpneſſe they 
haue had the hygheſt place aboue all o⸗ 
thers: and in reſpect of theyꝛ vertues, 

they had the kitie of nobilitie geuen vnto 
them, becanſe they were in knowledge 
moze wozthy the the reſt. And by thys it 
is manifeſte that they claimed not nobili⸗ 
tie of their elders vnles that noble dedes 
appered in themſelues. Theſe noble men 
after the time were called Seneroſt, that is 
toſay Gentil, good of pꝛopertie and con⸗ 
dicion, euen ſo much as the latins do apt⸗ 
ly alow good trees to bee called Geveroſe 
arbores, almuche to ſaye gentle trees, tres 


whiche ol ta and reliſce do bzinge fozthe 


good e 
es. foz bzinging tothe good 
_ bo call d — trees, men in like 
foꝛth god condicions 
| ire Illed Seitlemen,atfo 
in . — we ble a woꝛd called gentle 
mãlp, as if a man do me à benefit oz plea⸗ 
t ſure, we comonly fay he dyd me a gentle⸗ 
y manly tourne. Thus we mape ſee that 
he gentlemen dw come bf gentleneſſe, with⸗ 
4 out the wohiche they lole vtterly that na⸗ 
ad me and map be called gentle vngentle as 
- | hereafter ſhalbe moze ſayde therof, thyn- 
n A f _ kyng 


Chaucce . P 
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To pa vertuouſiy and leaue len. 


The inſtitucion 
kyng it not vnmete to reherſethe opiniq 
of Chaucer, whoſe knowledge as it was 
in all thinges greate,ſo ſemeth it in this 
poynt muche alowable, andverye piolt⸗ 
table to all thoſe whythe will learne to 
knowe the ryght inſtitucion of a gentle⸗ 
man: his woꝛdes are theſ e.. 
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' Lo who that is moſt vertusus alwar | 
zyupe and apart, and moſt intende th; ag 
To do the gentle deedes that he can, 
Take bum alwates fo2 the f morn Þ 


Here may we ſe how that genie . 


Is not annered to poſleſſion :: 

ithes Lol ke do not. the operacton Foe. 
[way as vath the kyze in his Kinde. 

ez Sod it wot mien may Kull okrenbynde 1 

2 Loos ſonne don. ſhame and byplanuyp, 0 

Ind that he will haut a pzapſe ot 925 geatry * 

F 02 he was bozne of a noble houſe. 

And had his elders noble and beritoug, C 

And nil htm (rife doo no gentle dedes, 

Ne follow his ge ntie — that dead is 

Beis not gentle de he Duke oz rare, 

ie vilane ſinfull deedes maketh a churie. 

Chen am J gentle when J begyn, 


There agreth with this apinlan an 
Italian wzifer called John Bocace, whi- 


che erer in bes langage » 75 n. 


r 
of a Gentleman | 
med in Frenche', le Decameron de Boca? 
ce, fn whyche booke although there be 
muche aboundaunce of laſciufous and 
winton matter, pet therein ſome mozall 
| erdmples are to bee learned: and as he 
toacheth manye abuſis by waye of repꝛe⸗ 
+ | hencion, ſo ſemeth he to rebuke the aro- 
* | gancyeof thoſe gentlemenne whiche foz 
that they be deſcended of noble blonde 
thyncke not them ſelnes bounde fo folow 
vertue, whych is in dede the ground of all 
their hondure. 
Fpꝛſte wee ſce that of one maſſe oz nocacio. 
- | Inmpeoffleſhe wee haue all taken fleſh, 
/ | andthat one eternall GO D created all 
menne of equall might. ſtrength and ver⸗ 
tue, whyche vertue was 3 cauſe 
that made diſtinction of menne whyche 
baue bene and daylye be equally bozne: 
and thoſe menne whythe of thys vertue 
doe obtaine the greateſt parte and folow 
the ſame, are inffly called nobles oꝛ gent- 
lemen the reſt remeining ffill vnnoble. 
And although that contrarie vſe of longs 
my time paſſed hath hidden thys law, yet ne- 
i- nertheles it is not vnknowen to the be⸗ 
ge nefit of nature, enẽ ſo much as he whiche 
gi A. ii. mealureth 
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T be inſtitution 
meaſureth al hys doynges by vertne, doth 
openly ſhewe hym ſelfea Gentlemanne. 
And he that calleth that manne otherwiſe 
then a gentilman,committeth an offence 
(ſaith Bocas) and not the gentleman whi⸗ 
che is other wyſe called. By theſe opinids 
befozereherſed it is manyfeſt — — man 
did at the firſt become gentle, whoſe opp⸗ 
nions perchaunce ſhal not ſeme to al men 
allowable becauſe they want the authoꝛi- 
ritie of holpe ſcriptures , To whiche cu⸗ 

riouſe men it may be ſayd that al thoughe 
we finde not in theholye Scriptures the 
expꝛes definition of a Gentell manne, oz 
what ſoꝛte of manne he ought foz to be, 

diſcribed by his pares, pet if a man be ver- 
tuous (as theſe wziters willeth he ſhould 
bee)whyche woꝛde verfue contepneth in 
-- effect all goodnes, nothinge to excede noz 
nothing tobe wanting ther arethe to be 
foũd in the holy ſcriptures of ſuch gentle⸗ 
menne great plenty, and manp examples 
of their wozthyp dedes: likewile of euell x 
wicked men the Bible it ſelk naketh men 
cfon , and howe their liues „aue ended in 
wickednes. But to pꝛocede, although it be 
granted vnto me that no man becometh 
gentle b 
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gentle without vertue,(as cauſe efficient 
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of his gentelnes,)pet ſhall it not be ſuper- 
fluous ſumwhat herin to toucye the edu⸗ 
tation and bzingyng vp of pouth, as by 
wape of erhoztation vnto all gentlemen 
whiche being, maryed haue charge of vers 
tuous bꝛinging vp of their childꝛen geue 
vnto them from God: wherin it is kirſt ne 
ceffary to teache them the knowledge and 
feare of God, ſecondly to honour theyꝛ fa- 
thers and mothers, thirdly to know their 
obediens and dewtye towardes the kyng 
his Pageſtie,his Counſelours, officers + 
adminiſtratours both high and lowe, and 
that theſe fathers and mothers be not os 
nermuch blynded with naturall affection 
fowardes their chzildꝛen, whiche ſuper- 
fluous loue dzowneth oftimes the care t 
remembꝛaunte of good b2tnging vp. 


Then ſuche childzen fyꝛſte beyng nuſled 


in lpbertie, are eaſelpe afterwardes made 
veſſelles of vice, by reaſon of the firſte li⸗ 
co2 put tntd them:accozding to the ſaying 
of the Poete. 

Quo ſemell eſt imbuta reſens ſeruabit odorem © 
T eſta dis. 


That is to ſay:with what licoʒ a veſſell 
N at the firſte ſeaſoned, the veſell will of 
A. ili. longe 
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longe time after kepe the ſmell thereof. 
So that if a childe be at at the fyʒſte (eas 
ſoned with vertne in good bzinging vp, 
be kepeth alwapes the lauour of vertue: 
and contrar pwiſe if he be euill and diſſos 
lutelp bzought vp, he ſanozeth alwayes 
after of vyce , Therefoze the fathers and 
mothers haue minpſtred the poyſon to 
all ſuche young Gentlemenne they: chil- 
deren, whoſe dyſpoſicyon is rather to 
bzeake, then fo bowe , oz tobe bzoughte 
to anye other pas then longe lybertte hath 
grafted in theym: and none (J ſape) ars 
blame woꝛthye but the parentes. 

Foz what faulte is to bee layed vnto a 
ſhyppe ſailynge one the Sea , when by 
the llothe of the Paſter oz goucrnour, 
the hathe in her a leke whpche daplpe 
increalpng and waryng moze and mo2e, 
recepueth ſo muche water in her that at 
the lenghthe the ſodaynlye dzowneth. 
No greater faalte is to bee imputed uvn⸗ 
to the chylde whoſe father is bound to ſes 


hym carefully well bzoughte vppe . ſea - 
ſoned in vertue, and kepte from all vis | 


ctous lekes. 
I ſpeake not thys fn defence of thoſe ko 
whome twenty yeares of age bathe ge⸗ 
uen 
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uen ſufffcyente bnderffanoynge,nepther-: 
doo J doo aboute to excuſe herein the in⸗ 
olencpe ok thoſe ponge Gentlemenne 
whych be ſent to the vntuerſities, as ther 
to ve bꝛought vp in lernyng, koꝛ ſuch doo 
paſſe the age of inkancve: neyther doo 1 
meane fo allowe anye libertpe to yontYec 
Foz aslibertye is to all ages hurtefull, 
fo it is to youthe a pꝛeſent poyſon , why 
che thynge the good Emperour Marcus. 
Anthonius dyd dwell fozſee, who lyings 
vpon hys deathe bedde and fearpnge the 
krayle pouthe of hys Sonne Comodus, 
called certapne of hys frendes: aboute 
bym , and amonge other nofable lapin⸗ 
ges ſpoken in an oꝛation, he fapde _ 
we2des , 
Eſt autem difficitein maxima ficentia mo: Herodiã 
derari ſibi, quaſique frenos imponere cu- Lib. i. 
piditatibus. That is to ſape, it is a moſte 
harde and difficill thynge koꝛ a manne to 
kepe meaſure in libertie, oꝛ to bee able to 
reſtreine the b2tdte of thinges deſired. -. .. 
Foz trewe it is wee bee all made woꝛzſe | 
bothe olde and yonge by-reaſon of liber⸗ 
tie, and eniopinge oureowne deſpꝛes. 
Wut to purpoſe , fozbecauſe thys lptle 
boke ought to followe.'y matter whero it 

Acittt. beareth 


Libzige 
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beareth the title, it is therfoze neceſſarte: - 
aſwel to touche partely ſuche thpnges as 
mape co2rupt the maners ok gentilmen, 
as to declare what vertues ought to be in 
them. Foz no other thinge is vertue then 
the kleing of vice his contary . And fo en⸗ 
creaſe vertue by way of knowledge, it ap⸗ 
pereth that vniuerſities and places of ſtu⸗ 
dye wer firſt founded by nobilitie gentle 
auncctours dure fozefathers:' whole ver- 
tue and wiſdome as they were paſſynge 
great, ſo thought they it a mete thynge to 
founde places of learning, as vnſucrſities 
koꝛtheir childꝛen to be firſte bꝛoughte vp 
therin, and therby to be made inheritours 
of greater goodes, that is to ſay, riches of 
the mynd, then eyther landes oz wozldelp 
- poſieſſions can bꝛyng with them. To the 
pole thereof the mancrs of the Colleges 
in euerp vniuerſitie will beare recoꝛde. 
And to alledge higher authoꝛitie, hiſto⸗ 
ries do mate mencion that a king of Ing⸗ 
lande called Sigisbertus was founder ofthe 
bntuerſitieof Tambzidge which was butl 
ded in the peare of our Loꝛd God, vi.c.xrx. 


Dpxfozpe Allo the vntuerſitie of Orfozde was foun 


ded by one Aluredus the.vi.kynge of In⸗ 
glande, builded in the peare ol 1 
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God viii.c.xcv. This king foũded that vn ⸗ 
unerſitie at the peticioan and deſpꝛe ot one 
Neotus a monke , and a verp great clerks. _ 1 
Chys kyng gaue alſo yercly ſtypendes to 9 
the Readers of lectures in the ſapd e vni· 
uerſitie. 2 a 
In lyke maner Carolss magnus Empe⸗ 
rour of Rome founded the notable vni⸗ 
uerſities, that is to ſape Paris in Fraunce, 
Bononia, and Papia. It is ſithens the fou 
dacion vii. c. liiii. yeares paſſed oz verpe 
nere there vpon:fo2 then reigned Carolus 
the great. This Emperoure alſo builded 
dluers moneſtaries foꝛ þ increaſe of lear- 
nyng . Thele and many other ſuche like 
were the noble dedes of auntiente nobili⸗ 
tie, o home in theſe dapes althoughe per⸗ 
chaunce ſum there are whpch thinke ihẽ⸗ 
ſelues to extel becauſe age is eaſelyoners 
come, moze vt warde aparaunce of beau⸗ 
tie is in pouth then in age, thone beynge 
paſſed and decated, thother pꝛeſent and flo⸗ 
rylhyng: pet whether the dedes of our el⸗ 
ders were moze excellent then oures 02 
r. no, à leaue fo the iudgement of the lerned 
returning ag aine to the reherfall of ſuche 
| abuſes as haue cozrupted the better diſpo- 
de ſicion of young W 
OL ume 


Paris. 


rr 
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. png of facyons no gentilman (they laye)P | 
Tan bee in ryght oꝛder, as thus 


games: toꝛ he that cannot thus dae is cal⸗ 


no kacion. But it becommeth a gentles t 


lignitie a ruſtian, oꝛ howe it ditfereth J. 
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ſome of them were not fo deſirous of fas 
ctons/as they call the:) foz without know 


What is a man if he knowe not howe to 
weare his appaxell after the beſt faction? - þ 
to kepecompany with gentilmen and to l 
plap hts:rr.nobles at cardes 92 dice, at ta⸗ 
bles,at poſt; Cente,glek , oz ſuche other |! 


led a lont oz. a miſer and one that knoweth 


man (ſaye they) to be a Royſter, whyche 
woꝛde J doe not well vnderſtand onles it 


cannot well tell: but ik there be any dyſfe⸗ 
rence betwene a Royſfer and a Nuffian, || 
it is ſuch a difference as Chauter maketh Þ! 
betwene a common harlotte, and a gentle 


woman of lyke condicion. Ik ſhe bee a 


{ 

| 
poꝛe woman and miſuſeth her body, then 
the is called a whoꝛe (ſapeth be,) but if a 
gentill woman be of lyke diſpoſicion,then |! 
ſhe is called alemande oꝛ a Paramour. ' 
The tpke differens (if any be) is betwene 
a Royſter, and a Rufffan, Foz the pooze 
ſeruing man when he playeth the varlet 
_ is called a Ruffian, oz a Ruffynly _ 

Ae, bu 


of a Gentleman. 


4. e, but the gentleman when he vſeth the 
v lpke cozrupte qualities is called a Nop⸗ 
ter, by amoze ſmoothe name, though in 
ffecte their dedes be all one: foz nedes 


) 


0 uſt eche wozde becoſyn to the dede, as a 


Pycke are(ſo called) becauſe it picketh vp 
0 ſtones rotes oꝛ ſuche lyke, a FR called a 
zs (rake beecauſe if raketh together thynges 
ſpzed and diſparſed in ſundzye places. 
Then pt thynges by theyz wozkyng dooe 
4 ake theyz pꝛopꝛe names, why ſhould not 
28 ſhe be called a Rufffan whyche is a Kop⸗ 
je [ſter 2 euen ſomuche as in wozkynge they 
it doe both one thynge. And if ſundzyethins. 
I ges myght haue one name, then myghte 
x hatchet bee called a ſpade, whyche too⸗ 
k les be o2dened foz two contrarye vſes , 
Hh thone to digge vp, thother to cut downe. 
le Thus cannot an are do the dede of a ſpade 
g Inepther à rake the woozke of an axe: no 
n moꝛe tan a Nopſter ds the office of a Gen⸗ 
til man, ſo long (J meane)as in Royſter / 
n llpe condictons he dothe tontinew. | 
It thys ſeme not reaſon to diſſwade pong 
ie |Gentilmen from Koytpng , (who by the 
:e |weakenes of theyz youthe are wzapped 
in muche fraflneſſe) lette theym beholde 
further the layinge of the wpſe Romaine 
Salult, 


} 
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naũce of many pong gentilmen in Rome 
whyche vſed to wꝛeſt the names of good 
typnges into the names of vpces,agapnit 
Saluſt ſuche he wtf theſe wozdes, Iam pridem 
— — equidem vera rerum vocabula amiſimus, 
tilinaria quia bona aliena largire liberalitas, malarũ 
| rerum audatia fortitudo yocatur. 


That is to ſapye : now of late dayes we 


cauſe the giuyng awapye of other mennes 


kaſtnes in noughty thinges, is called high 


92 gyntle courage. This ſayinge putteth 
me in remembzaunte of the lpke thinges fe 


bſed now among vs: foꝛ tf a Gentleman 
haue in hym any humble behauour , then 
Royſters do cal ſuche one by the name of 
aLoute, a Clynchepope , oꝛ one p know- 
eth no kacions:if a poung Gentleman vſe 
many vepne woꝛdes, then they ſay he can 
talke well, and hath a good witt: but if he 
talke wiſely in dede wherin trew witt is 
to deſerne, the Royſters ſape the ponge. 
For pꝛeacheth, and that of a yonge ſainct 
groweth an olde deuill: if he vnderſtande 
ſumwhat moꝛe in learning then they do, 


oz get his lyuing by waye of wzyting, as 
being 


gendes is called liberalitie, and vnſhame⸗ 


Saluſt, who knowynge the mylgoner⸗ be 


1 
8 
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haue loſt the trew names of thinges, be- o 
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zefngaClearke oʒ fuche lyke, then in dil⸗ 
ite they call him Penman, whiche name 
s right honeſt, ſo that the perſone agree 
with his name: a Londoner is called a 
Gowneman{oz after the Bolaine phzaſe) 
a Cutthꝛote. It a ſtraunger by foꝛtune fal 
nto their companpe (whome they ought 
zp all good ciuilitie toꝛteouſly to receiue) 
then they aſke one ot an other, what geit 
aue wehere⸗Ifa pong genttima would 
be a Royſter;,and wanteth both age and ex 
t rience therunto, they call ſuche one by 
he name ot a Pouice, as who ſaye tt foꝛ 
to entre inta their religid at further age. 
and pet fo2 the zeale he beareth vnto Tra⸗ 
ſo hys lecte, ſuch one is thanckkully retei⸗ 
ued into their compante, and as he grows 
eth in age and knowledge, ſo is he vetter 
beloued: and when in dede he is ſkylkull, e 
Ibnowerh how to fighte his fighte as other 
good fellowes doo, then he is called by the 
name ofhoneſty,a name ſo vnfpt fo that 
p:ofeſſion as Poules ſteple is to be put in 
à dagger ſheathe . Thus pounge Gentil⸗ 
men ve may e ſe howe vices do beare the 
names of vertues, accoꝛding to the ſaying 
of Saluſt befoze rehearced. -- 

Tyels RY other ſuchelyke are the 
maners 
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maners of rude Rapſters, and to be f 
ſtructed therein moze at large, a pong 
Gentilmanne ſhall eaſelpe fynde in Long! 
don, many cunnyng Scholemaſters,whilll 
che ſhall teache hym the verpe perfection 
of that arte. Mhereby althoughe at tha: 
tpꝛſte he take ſome pleaſure, followyngy1 
therein a delicious begynyng, pet the con 
tynuauns therof chaungeth Gentry int 
vilanp, and the ende bzingeth vtter conf? 
fuſion to manve a noble perſonage. 5 
Ther koꝛe to doo contrarpe to Ropſtynge it 
it auapleth muche in the life of a perfectihg 
Gentelman. Foz to what purpole tendethſſt 
nobilitte vnleſſe honeſt maners be there 
withadioyned « The giftes ok Foztune g 
enriche a Gentelman ſlenderlp, but the d 
giftes of vertue are thynges whych bꝛing d 


euerp man to honour, and do ſtrengthent 
him in who me they take their place. Ta. 
rome of greate bloude, to haue greate rp; 
ches, and fuch lyke, although they be coun 
ted in this earthe very blilkull thynges | 
pet are thep in one man no moze comme; 
dable then in an other, but gentelnes and 
nobilitie of ſpirite, ouer and beſydes they ſc 
bee thinges of all men pꝛapſed, they doogy di 
alſo heape vp and make greater the _ II 
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of that man whyche' is noble. 
Kemember further. that this woods 
| Gentelm an is a compound woꝛde (lo cal⸗ 
il icd)when as of two wozdes are made but 
one bocabl e:as Gentell one woꝛde, t man 
Jan otber, aſ much tb ſap, a man of Gentle⸗ 
nes, and (as 3 thynke the fayzeſt name 
Gentelm an can deſerue to haue, is to be 
tu called and holden an honeſt man, in that 
Ibybys honeſtye he is made Gentle, and 
vn vy re vngentle. A f Gentelmen ſome bs 
el called Gentel Gentel others Gentel wvn⸗ 
til gentill, the thyzde ſozte vngentill Gen⸗ 
ti tell. Mhich thꝛee ſundꝛye ſoztes of calling 
re haue bene vled of longe tyme in our lan⸗ 
gage, and thoughe not of all men regar⸗ 
hi ded pet they wer not ſpoken withont vn⸗ 
1 derffanding of moꝛe large matter ; and 
el therekoze 3 thynke good particuleriye. to 
7 rene ſom what of euery of them. | 
0% Gentle gentle, wy 


W=<? Cntil gentil is he which is boꝛn 
| 15 Mok noble kynred deſcendyng of 
een ngentle blud,as ſon fo à duke, an 


Merle, a Barö, a loꝛd, oꝛ moꝛe low 
£ I con toa knight, oꝛ an Eſquier, (foz theſe 
4 degres of nobilitie,)hauing toyned with - - -- -- 
| Pes guns houſe , gentle * a Mun 
0 


Cicero of muſicall Inſtrumentes is muche com- 
de De £ metidable. F02 muſike ts a Science ſo de⸗ 


4 | Uectull, lectablo,thavthe wyſe-Phtiloſopher Se 
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noble condicions, whyche is the canſec 
the addiction of thother wozd called gẽtle: 
and ſo hautng a getle heart: agreing with 
dys gentill houſe , he is thereby calley 
Gentill gentle. Thys gentleman fo2 the 
further oznature and ſetting furth of hys 
perſon ,ought to be learned, to haue know 
ledgetn-tounges,and to be apte in the fea 
tes of armes, koꝛ the defence of his cun⸗ 
trey . Oꝛ if he wante ſtature of body ther⸗ 
bnto(as nature to all men hath not geuen 
great parſonage, ) pet at the laſt he ough 
to be able to geue hys good co unſell oʒ ad 
uyce in matters of warres, whervpon ri⸗ 
ſeth lo gentlemen, and hath ryſen to our 
elders Perſians, Grecyans and Roman: 
fache honourand glozye, as neuer ſha 
dye, but bereth the name of immoꝛtall res 
noume, It behoueth alſo ſuche a gentle 
man to haue in hpm courtlpe behauoure, 
to knowe howe to treate and intertepne 
men ok all degrees, and not to be ignozaũt 
howe he hymlelfe ought to be vled ok o. 
thers. To luche aGentilman alſo ſur 
knowledge in ulike, oꝛ to know the vſe 
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trates being an old man lesrned to pleye 4M 
of muſical inſtruments, thinking it better vi 
to knowe the vſe ok that ſcience late then 
neuer, and therin he ſhewed vnto vs this 
poynt of wyſedom that being a man able 
to teach others, he was content to becum 
a ſcholer himſelfe:and further we may by 
his example gather that no man can be fo 
old to learne, but he alwapes may ſtudye 
ſum what to augmẽt his knowledg, Andfo 
ſpeake in general, a right gentlemã ought 
to be a ma fyt foꝛ the warres, æ fyt foz the 
peace, mete foꝛ p court ⁊ mete foꝛ thecoun 
trey,ſo may ſuch a gẽtiſ mãchauing in him 
theſe pꝛoperties) deſerue tobe called gẽ fle 
gentel, becauſe his condicions and quali» 
ties agree with the nobilitte of the houſe x 
wherok he is deſcended, Anthony the no- © nfonius 

ble Komatne was a gentleman of this fn- 

'x ftytucton, which(as it is wzyten of hym) 

I made rvitf foughten batailes agaynſt his — — 
uf fozen enempes and wan the victozye in perth. 
* them al: he was a man of great vertue, x 

Ithꝛough his val iencie increſed the ſame: 

Ihe was an experte ſouldiour, and foz hys 

woꝛthpnes a Capyfapne with moſte no⸗ 
| | ble Komaynes comparable. Alſd Iulius Ce ge, 

„Jar was not onelye a warrioure*: anda 

= 15.t. noble 
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noble conquerer , but therewith alſo hes 


my was a learned manne, whoſe conqueſtes 
Bll are by himſelfe wꝛiten in a moſt excellent 
nit  fiple of Latin at this day manyfeſt ts hys 
glozꝑ and our erudicion Hew as of mercy 
and pitie the only lodeſter to other warri⸗ 
ours, foꝛſomuch as he neuer ſhewed him⸗ 
ſelfe angrye towards any man ſaue only 
in fyght when nede requp2ed the ſame. Ds 
recepued hys enempes againe into p cytie 
1 of Nome, he toke thepm to mercy t neuer 
Fi after vpbꝛayded them of their offences to⸗ 
1 wards him. He reſtoꝛed againe to the Ro- 
T mans the righte ſtate of the oide common 
. wealth, whych was decaped: and not only 
11 builded it vp againe but with his wildom 
meintepned it. Be was (as it is wzyten of 

C arpon. him) one of thoſe pꝛinces which bythe gwd 
nt. Mo⸗ nes of godin vertue moſt ſhtned.+ had vn 
narch der his gouernaiice þ greateſt kingdoms 
ok the woztde, Thus increaſed he the ho⸗ 

nour e of his gentry by learninge , wyſe- 

dome, and pitie ſhewed in the warres : hee 

was thereby made equall in compariſon 

to Alexander Magnus wythe whoſe woz- 

thy fame all the wozlde is fulfilled. There 
were manp moe noble men in tymes paſ 
{cd wozthpe of renoume as, a” | 
ing 
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epnge of Capadocia , Bithinia and othet᷑ 
Countryes, who kept warres agapnſt the 
Romans xlii peres. He was in the knows 
ledge of ſundzye languages moſte crcels 
lent, ſo were ther dyuers others whoſe ac⸗ 
tes are not here to be rehearſed. Therfoze 
intending to my purpo ſe, J reter pe to the 
reading of aunctent hiſtoꝛpes, wherin the 
giktes and dedes of noble men are aboun⸗ 
dauntlye wꝛpten. Df this ſozte of gentry 
called gentil gentil.be al thoſe gentlemen 
whych haue folowed the ſteppes and done 
the noble derdes of their fathers : who foz 
theyꝛ vertue at the firſte obtained þ name 
of nobilitie,and now their poſteritte in do 
ing like dedes be likewiſe called noble me, 
Wherof in England, (god bee pꝛapſed) me 
haue many remaęning which be the lines 
lye Images of their noble parentes decea⸗ 
led, whole names if J ſhoulde rehearte it 
woulde perchaunce bee tallled flatferye, 
therefoze in ompttinge that, X deſyze 
theym ſtyll to continewe*and perſeuer in 
tgeir goodnes to thintent that iuſt pꝛaiſe 
vnto vertue map neuer be wantyng. 
Let eche noble man eſteame hys honoure 
as thpnge tranſitozye and earthipe re- 
warde foz hys noble deedes: foz as 

B. ii. vertug 


The inſtitucion 
bertue purchaſeth to all men the name of 
bonoarable,ſo ſhal that name contynewe 
as thing perpetual, ſounding that glozy to 
8 k̃)heir poſteritie Then ſhal ſuch noble men 
14 deſerne to be called not only Gentle Gen⸗ 
114 tle, but alſo thep ſhal be eſtemed. xv. foldes 
Gentle, as men in whom we map deſerne 

the perkite ſhape of nobllitte. 


i Gentle vngentle. 
1. 19 —Entle vngentle is that man 
f 75 DU 'whiche ts deſcended of noble 
>> I parentage, by the which he is 
dal commonly called Gentle,and 
hath in him ſuch cozrupt and 
bngenfle maners as to the ſudgement of 
al men hee iuſtlpe deſerueth the name of 
3 bngentle, ' 
1 Pk this chaunge and degeneracion 
1 wherby a man doth not appeare like vn- 
1 to his Gentle auncietours. the fault is off 
1 times found in the parentes, o2 other his 
1 M6 kindzed to whoſe tuicion ſuche one is in 
his youth comftted,vnder them nourtſhed 
and bꝛought vp from his infancye: whych 
11 father mother oꝛ other do not thinke god 
i" to choſtiſe the faultes of theyz chyldzen, 
os. no not ſo much as to cozrect them in woꝛ⸗ 
des 
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des, whyche manye fonde mothers do call 

ſnepping of a child, diſcozaginge his bold⸗ 

nes, and ſoo by this meane they grafte in 
their childzen ſuch a lybertye to do theyz 
willes, that in pꝛoceſſeot peres it groweth 
to an impudencpe, called in our language 
an vnſhamefaſtnes:then ſuch one by con⸗ 
tinaunce of peres comming to the age of 
a man hauing grafted in his hart t his ſlyp 
ok lybertie, loueth better the ſect of a Rops 
ſter then the (tate of a quiet gentlema. : fo 
alwayes after hee becommeth vngentle. 
Df this ſoꝛt and condicion was one called 
Hortentius Corbio,a man of moſt nau gh⸗ 
ty and Ruffpans life, whoſe vncle alerts 
Q. Hortentius was foz his wit and cour⸗ ate. 
teſpe a man of high authoꝛitie among the 
Roinans, t much eſtemed foz his vertues. 

Such one alſo was Pulcher ſon to Clo- 
dius pulcher a noble Romapne bozne, 
which Pulcher by his naughty life loſing 
the ksuoure of a comon harlot whych hee 
kept as his lemand fo the thoughte and 
ſhame therofhe fel into a conſumpcfor,x 
eating his mete gredelye vpon a time he 
choked ſodatnip and ſo dyed, velding from 
aditepered body, an vnpꝛepared ſpirit, Ot 
this ſozt of gentry ber al thoſe who are the 

| B. ili. | chel⸗ 
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ehyldzen ol noble parentes «take of them 
nothinge but the name, not regarding to 
attayne to ſuch noble deedes as made their 
auncitours Gentlemen, but followynge 
theyz owne vnbzydeled appptptes, doo 
thyncke it ſuffyciente to entoye the name 
onelp, and to be called Gentlemen. 
Theſe and many other ſuch lpke, 
whoſe parſons vnhonelt condi⸗ 
cions haue abaſed,ed2awng 
do lone, are iuſtlip called 11 
gentle vngentle, 1 
that is to Si 
(aye 1 
the ofſpꝛyng of gentlemen 
beinge themſelues 
vngentle in 


honeſte meanes becometh a welbeloued x 


of a Gentleman. 


Vngentle Gentle. 


8 £ Ngentle Gentle is her whych 
N . is boꝛne ot a lowe degree, ot a 
> ro: locke, oꝛ(as the frenche 
bbs ale caltcth it) De baſſe mai- 
on, ol à lo we houfe, whyche man takinge 
hys begynning of a pooze kindered, by his 
vertue, wyt, pollicie, induſtry, knowledge 
in lawes, valiency in armes, oz ſuch lyke 


hyah eſtemed ma, p2eferred then to great 
bdtfice, put in great charg and credic,ener 
ſomuch as he becommeth a poſt oz ſtay of 
the commune wealthe, and ſo growynge 
Iryche doth thereby auaunce and ſet vp the 
reit of his vooꝛe line oz kindred thou are 
the childꝛen of ſuch one tommonlye called 
gentlemen, ot whych ſozt of gentlemẽ we 
haue now in Englãd very many, wherby 
it ſhould appeare that vertue floziſheth e⸗ 
mong vs. Theſe gentilmen are now cal⸗ 
ted vpſtartes, àa terme latelpe inuented by 
ſuch as pondzed not the grounds of honeſt 
menes ok riſing oꝛ coming to pꝛomocion. 
Df whom Jake thys queſtyon, whether 
mape a manne be moꝛe woꝛthely bꝛought 
to dygnytys. by * the mynde, 
02 
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oꝛ giftes of the body: thinke no reaſona⸗ 
ble man wil den pe but that cozpozal gifts 
are not to be compared with giftes of the 
mind, as the perſon of Ceſar conquerer of 
the wozld could neuer wyth ſtrength and 
myght haue done ſo great things if he had 
not ben both pollitike t learned:he did en⸗ 
dyte his letters in Greke tongue, which 
by chaunce comming to the handes of hys 
enempes coulde no moze be vnderſtande, 
then though he had not wꝛyten at al. 
Was this any diſgrace oz debaſing to his 
gentry⸗Moꝛeouer his ozdze of aſſeges,pla 
tyng of campes, ſettyng of battatles , are 
left behind at this day to our inſtruction. 
He then ſo wozthy a man aſcending from 
the degre ofa pꝛiuat gentleman to p ſtate 
of an Emperourcas firſt loꝛde of that Po⸗ 
narchy)was at no time called an vpſtart, 


but hath obtapned an immoꝛtall name of 


vertue and valiencp: without whom and 
ſuch others his lyke, we ſhold haue at this 
dap [mal recozde of wozthy derdes ped, 
In lyke caſeno moze oughte any man al⸗ 
ceding by honeſty from a low degre to ho⸗ 
nourable eſtate, to purches therby pname 
of an vpſtarte, whyche name thoughe if 
weare geuen to theym in dyldeigne , * 
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of a Gentleman. 


it impoꝛteth t bꝛyngeth with it right glo⸗ 
rye, acco2dinge to the ſayinge of Tully. 


Hoc ammo ſemper fui,vtin vidiam vertu- Ciceros 


te partam, gloriam non inuidiam putaui. 
J haue bene alwapes of this opinion (ſaith 
he) y enuy got thzough rertue 3 holde it 
ryght honour, and no enup at al:and ſo by 
hys ſaying it foloweth that thole me may 
woꝛthelp be called honourable whom ver 
tue hath auaunced and reyſedthem to dig⸗ 
nitie. J ſpeake not this in defence of all 
new ryſen men. but onely of ſuch as woꝛ⸗ 
thines hath bzought vnto honoz:foz if woz 
thy men might not be auaunted, p wozlde 
ſhould ſeme to do them much wzong, wil- 
hing al thoſe to put awap the kelles of ig- 
nozaunce frome the eyes of their vnder⸗ 
ſtandyng, whych haue in them thys opy⸗ 
nion that no man may wozthelye deſerne 
the name ol a gentleman but ſach whoſe 
auncetours wer noble befoze them. Firſt 
letting thoſe men vnderſtãd that p name 
of an Emperour was geuen to our elders 
in reſpec of their knowledge, valtency,x 
victo2y in the warres:of whych ſozt called 
Emperours, auncient hiſtozpes doe wit- 
nes ther were many whych neuer had any 
Cmpyzes vnder their nnn r 
| ers 


1 \ 


4 

* 

p F 

4 
U 
'F 

= 

Bel 


_ knyghthod: and no other thing old knight 


The inſtitucion 
elders in that point had no regard neyther 


to ryches, oz pouertpe, nepther woulde 
thet aſke whether his father was a knight 
oz a handycraftman,enen ſomuch as this 
wozd Miles called ty Englitthe a knyghte, 
doth ſignifye in the pꝛoper meaning a ſol⸗ 
dier oꝛ ſeruaunt in the warres. Foꝛ p2ofe 
therof is to be noted that emonge the Kos 
mans there were dpuers bands and com⸗ 
pan ves of Souldiers, whereof one bande 
was called Legio, an other called Cohors, 
an other Manipulus and ſo fozth of others. 
The hand called Legio tonteined the num 
ber of. vi. thouſad vil. hundzethrrli. Soul⸗ 
diers, This band was deuided into r. Co- 


hortes, à Cohors was deuided into L. Ma- 


nipulos, a Manipulus into. xxv. Souldiers, 
al called Milites. Js it then ts be thought 
they wer al knyghtes: No the contrary is 
mantfeſfe. Then map we ſe that in tymes 
palt our auncttaurs toke great honour fo 
bee called Soldiers, though euery Doldier 
had not a knight to his father. And by that 
if doth appeare that knyghtes were made 
of Soldiers, as men moze aunciente then 


hod had wont to be then adegree geue vn⸗ 


tu a Soldier foꝛ his woꝛthines in the war- 


res aboue others, Ther⸗ 
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Therfoze no man ought fo tontempne oꝛ 
fiſpyſe that man whome vertue hath ſet 
p moꝛe higher then his parents were be⸗ 
oꝛe him Nether is any man of auncients 
ud pzapſe wozthp vnles he deſerne woz 
ines as hys elders befoze him haue don. 
And reaſon wyl graunt that it is honour 
zy vertue to ſtert vp, and ſhame thozowe 
bylanye to ſtep downe anye degree lower 
en fyꝛſt hee was adnanced vnto. Foz 
uch men ofte tymes make of thefr hygh 
houſe a lowe cotage replenyſhed wythe 
plery. In lyke maner that man whyche 
thꝛoughe honeſtye reiſeth vp his ſmall co- 
tage and deuyſeth to make therof a hyghe 
iftle, is in my opinion much wozthye of 
pꝛapſe, and map be called gentle vngentle 
that is to ſap, vngentle by hys father, and 
not by linage made noble, but by hys 
owne knowledge, laboure, and induffrye _ 
becometh gentle, where vnto Tullye con, uc ede 
ſenteth and ſayth non domo dominus, ſdc 
domino domus honeſtanda eſt: Chat is to 
ſaye:the maſter of a houſe is not honeſfed 
v2 made woꝛthy by hys houſe, but p houſe 
is made honourable foz the maiſters ſake: 
mening playnly therby,p al men are made 
woztht by — enot byy houſes hoe 
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of they be diſcended. He which bequethef 
to his ſon hys maner place, cannot ther-jct 
wyth bequeth vertne vnto hym, fo2 landen 
com to men bp gitt, purches, inheritaunceſfo 
oꝛ ſuch like meane, but vertue canot ſo do: 
foꝛ neither map it wyth mon y be bought, itt 
« _ » geuento others, noꝛ claimed by ſucceſſto.Ju 
Fozlomuch as in tymes paſſed thoſe menſja! 
had not wont to be ſuffered in the compaſſv: 
ny of others, whoſe condicions were notÞd1 
3 agreable to vertue : as foꝛ example. Tuliusſtt 
Celars Ceſar at ſuch time as he hadde warres av 
gainft the Africans he baniſhed ont of his. 
campe theſe Komatnes, Captatnes vnderſÞ 
Fateng bim he banntſhed Auienus becauſe he didyal 
an extezti W20ng and extoꝛcron fo the poꝛe foldtersÞfi 
oner. vnder him:alſohe baniſhed Aulus Fonteusn 
becauſe he was a Rufftan,and an vnquietſa 
man, geuen to quarels, ſuch one as we cal ft. 


onteus 


6 Batu a Rotftcr.Ye baniſhed Titus Alienus. M. Iv 


Tyro C. Cluſienus, becauſe they weareſ i: 
men neither fit foꝛ the warres noꝛ fit for 
the peace: foꝛ that thep were men in whoſa 
ther was neyther ſhame noꝛ ſobꝛiet pe, heft 
made vnto them an o2acto much rebuking 
their vices, whyche done(by wozde of hys 
one mouth) he baniſhed theym out of hys 
camps, as men not wozthpe to be in the 
com ⸗ 


— 


of a Gentleman: 


rcdinpany of þ wel ruled. He bare nothing 
with them foz their great houſes, neyther 
te fo the Church which they had vnder him: 
ut pcreetuing their vices. did iuũlp giue 
them baniſhment in rewardes. Thus our 
ö. woꝛthy ancetozs auaunced right gentrie, 
njand ſuppꝛeſled the tontrarpe: they ſet vp 
vertue, and put downe vyce. Manp men 
thyd ryſe and cum to great honour emong 
1$8the Nomans whoſe birth 4 oziginall were 
L:Sbery baſe, and ſuch after wards did muche 
sbencfite fo the common wealth. Foz whe 
rtRowe molt floziſhed, then meaſured they 
dial their doings by vertue, without regard 
sfrom whence god men toke their begin⸗ 
$Inpng,o2 of what lyne they wer deſcended? @uiiing 
tas foz example Tullius Hoſtilius was fon Hoiuiiug 
l to a poꝛe manne boꝛne in a cotage, in his | 
. youth he was a herdman, and kept cattell 
in the fields, at further peares he became 
rulcr of all the Romatne Empire, in hys 
age he was a moſt comly man. and bare fa 
therly perſonage, being therein an o2na- 
ment to right grauitie. Me inlarged p ſayd 
Emppꝛe by his induſtry greater then euer 
cus was gouernour of the ſayd Emppꝛe, us pul- 
ſonne cus 
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T. ſeruius yerro, M. Perpenna and many others had 


vyte. Theſe and ſuch other haue wozthely 


they cam therunto by haneſt meanes, are 


The inſtitucion 
ſonne to a Perchanntma cal Demeratus, 
whych was banyſhed his country:yetdyd 
this Tarquinius attepne to ſuch hygh ho⸗ 
nour, and enlarged alſo the Empire grea 
ter then euer it was befoze his time . Her 
was very wile + politike tn gouernaunce, 
be dyd increaſe the nomber of Senatours, 
W many other ma things wozthy of great 
pzaiſe,ſoy the Citie of Rome had no cauſe 
to repent the gouernaunce of a fozepne 
ruler bozne of low degre, but rather to iop 
and be glade of his eſtate. Alſo T. Seruius 


theyꝛ oꝛyginall and begynnynge of pooze 
men, who afterwards became Rulers of 
the whole Empy2e: were not they thenne 
wozthy to be called noble men, 4 fo2 their 
woz2thpnes mcte to entoy eXtmaci5aboue 
others? The ſame God which ſet them vp 
in dignitie fo: they2 vertues, hath pulled 
downe, and confounded others fo2 they; 


rpſen to honour, and in conſideracion that 


] 
Iykewyſe woꝛthy to eniope the fruices of ff | 
their dygnitie, and to bee called nobles oz 
gentlemen. But this alloweth nothinge| f 
the newe ſozte of menne whyche are run]! 
oute 


* 
2. * | 
1 . " ? 


— — ö , 
® 


| 
my 
| 
| 
| 


- 
N o | 
b $ 
: 
| 


of a Gentleman: 


dut ofthey2 oꝛder, and from the ſonnes of 
handy:raft men haue obteigned the name 
ok gentlemen, the degre of Elquiers, and 
title of Anpghtes, nothing differing from 
| theſtimacton of right gentrie. Theſe men 
[ought to be called wozſhypful vnwozthte, 
¶ foz that they haue crepte into the degree of 
| wozthippe wpthoute wozthines, nepther 
| bzoughte thereunto by valtencpe ne vers 
tue. Theyz fathers was contented to bee 
| called godme, John oʒ Thomas and now 
they at euery aſſiſe are clepid wozſhipfull 
| Eſquters, haupng in them a lptle donghtl 
koꝛecaſt to get lands, nepther by their ler 
ning no2 wozthynes achiued, but purcha⸗ 
ſed by tertein darke augmentacion pꝛacti⸗ 
ſes by meanes wherof they be called gen⸗ 
e tilman, but they be abuliuelp ſo called by 
0 
d 
N 
Pp 
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reaſo their ades neuer made them noble, 
neyther tan they claime nobilitie of their 
parents Theſe men haue not ben kept in 
the oꝛdꝛe of the auncient citie of Aſty bes 
foze rehearſed, foꝛ ſuch did inhabyte p low 
e place of the citie by reaſon they wer mot 
f | baſe of codicton:but here tõtrariwiſe they 
2 | be placed among the beſt ⁊ chiefeft of gens 
el trp, neither foz any vertues wherof they 
haue ſmal pozcion,noz foꝛ their valtencye 
wperin 
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— 2 Ruſftike and Ferende their pꝛedeteſſours 


Bocace 
Decam ę firſt begynnyng. Therkoze J do erclude 


tr, t thʒzuſte them ſclues therin: as Bai⸗ 
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therok And wel it ts knowen that ſuch tf 


ede 2150 
cactus de⸗ 
cameron wythe the name of Gentrye, yet coppe⸗ 


fy h 
| ofbejoche red chapnes gylded are noo pure golde, 
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in they by innotente ok anye laugheter 
comitted vpon their enempes in tt. war- 
res, and wel map abuſe take them foz gen 
til men, but pet the olde clouted nature o 


wil al wapes ſtick ſtyl in their ſtomackes, 
vttering dayly the figure of their oziginal 


t banyſh al ſuch ont of this boke of who it 
doth not treat, but maketh mẽ cion becauſe 
they haue wꝛongkully intruded into Gen 


ard the cart Jade might leape into the ſta⸗ 
ble of Buſephalug and thzuſt hys hed into 
d manger with that woz thy courſer. The 


particulernames of whom ff J Gould go 


about to rehearte, it would requier long la 
bour, and bꝛyng no fruite to the Readers 


truders, ſuch vnwo2thy wozſhipful men 
haue chieflye floztſhed ſince the puttinge 
downe of Avates,whpche time is wythin 
my remembꝛaunce: and ſo it followethe 
that they be not very aunctent noꝛ to bee 
compared with the houle of Borouchy. 
And althoughe they ſhadowe themſelues 


of a Gentilman 

nd moze are ſache intruders woꝛthy to be 
eſtemed Gentlemen: koꝛ commyng to the 
fouche ſtone they will perfectly appere of 
what cozrapte metall they be grounded. 
Theſe be the righte vpſtartes, and not 


thole whyche clyme to honour by woz⸗ 
thynes. _ 3 


Howe Gentlemen may profit in bearing 


offices in a Commune wealth. 


3 p 
in a comune wealth, wherin is firſt to be 
vnderſtande that a Gentleman ſhould al⸗ 
wales be armed with foztitude oz ſtrẽgth 
of the mynde, called otherwyſe Pagnani⸗ 
mitie, and to take his pzofeſſivn to be this 
ef A dekender ok right, a ſoldier of iuſtice, bea 
ryng with him a ſhylde to put away w29- 
ges not only ſhewed to hymſelf,but foza(- 
much as in hym lyeth to defend the ryght 
ok others: whervpon the armes of Gentle 
men were firſt w2ought in ſhyldes, ſigni⸗ 
kping defence,not defence of w2ong, but 
of right and iuſt cauſes . And herein is to 
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have in hym the ffrength of Mende why ⸗ 


* — 


Tbe inſtitution 
be noted that as iuſtice is the heade of all 


other vertues, ſo ought a Gentleman to 
be chefe of other men, as one which is oꝛ⸗ 
deyned to defende iuſtice, euenſomuch as 
in tymes paſſed no man was ſuffered to 
be a knyght ofthe Roades, but ſuche one x 
as was deſcended of the lyne ot Gentle⸗ 
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men, wherby it appereth that no me were t 
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thought ſo mete to dekend the righte, that 
is to ſaye the fapth ol Chꝛiſt, as Gentle⸗ 
men were:and ſo to haue their offpces as 
greable with theyz pꝛokellion, it is mete 
that all gentleme be called to ſuch Roums 
and office as map be pꝛokitable to the com 
mune wealth. And foz becauſe that equi⸗ o 
tie and iuſtice do ſtrengthen euerp eſtates 
of men, and cauſeth them to flozyſhe in ali 
commune wealth, it is therefoze a veryeſi(1 
mete offyce foꝛ a Gentleman to be calledſiy 
to the miniſtracion of the lawe,and ſo ac-fip 
coꝛdynge to hys knowledge therein toofl. 
pꝛoceade in the degrees of the ſame , by 


the whyche he mape becomme a defenderiir 


of Juſtpce. 
And verye neadefull it fs foz ſuche one to 


) 


che Tulli calleth Virtus pugnans pro equi 
tate, d vertue which fighteth in the __ 


ca Gentleman 


dr righte. This is one of the. iii. cardinall 
vertues, called Fortitudo, aſmuch to ſape, 
ſtrength of ther minde called alſo nobleſſe, 
whiche ought at all tymes to bee founde 
in noble menne,and ſuche as deſcende of 
noble blondifoz wythout foztttude no ma 
can be ſo wozthye to haue miniſtracion in 
the lawes (oꝛ anye other vocacton ) as he 
whyche is armed therwith, 
Suche one bepnge alawyer, oughte ney⸗ 
ther to pꝛefer the ryche menne hys cauſe, 
noz to be afrayde to defende the iuſt cauſe 
of a poze man: to ił he doe, he is nepther 
iuſte in his Dffyce becauſe he fanoureth 
one man abone an other, neyther hath hg 
el in hym this vertue called Fortitude, But 
ain fanozing the ryche, he dothe crre from 
eſtuſtice, and in omitting to helpe the poze 
dimanne, he ſheweth hymſelk kearkull to 
ü pꝛefer the ryght. Ther efoꝛe to menne of 
oflawe and others that beare offpce in the 
vicommune welthe , theſe two leſſons are 
rircherced by Tully taken(as he ſateth) out 

f Plato, Omnino qui Reipuplice prefu- 
Offturi ſunt duo Platonis precepta teneant, 
ſyvnum vt vtilitatem Ciuium ſic tueantur 
u vt quicquid agant ad eam referant, obliti 
8fommodorum ſuorum:alterum vt totum 
Call, cox put 
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doo in offyces ol the commune wellthe; 


that al thynges whiche they doo, be to the 


of Plato whiche is this, nan nobis ſolum 


he not boꝛne and bꝛought into this wozld 


ought all gentlemen to remember that to 
_ p20fit other „ it is aſmuche their vocacton 


The inſtitution 
corpus Rei publice ſic curent,ne dum pare 
te u aliquam turantur, reliquas deſerant. 
That is to ſay: Thoſe men which haue to 


oughte alwayes to kepe two leſſons ut 
Plato: One ts d they tẽder ſo erneftly the 
p2offyte of the tommunaltie oz Citizens 


pꝛofit of the multitude, fozgettyng vtters 
ly their owne gaines and commoditte , 

The other pꝛecept is that they conſerus 
and kepe together all the whole body of þ 
comune welth not maintening ſum part 
therok and to ſuffer the reſt to fal to decap 
By this ſecond pꝛecepte we mape learne 
that no partialitie ought to b vſed. Ther 
is alſo an other notable ſaping taken oute 


renner 
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nati ſumus, ortuſque noſtri partem patria 
vindicat,partem amici. That is to ſay, we 


— 


to oure ſelues oꝛ foꝛ our owne ſakes, but 
alſo foz others, as ſum oꝛdeined to do god 
to theyꝛ countt ie, other ſum to helpe their 
krendes kindeſfolkes oꝛ other wiſe: Thus 


2 0 


obs. 


as to pzofit themlietues , It is farre go 
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the inſtitucion of a gentilman fo thynke 
hymlelfe bazne to idlenes, to fede the bel- 
ly,andcloth the backe, to haukynge, hun⸗ 
tyng, and recepuing of retes:foz all men 
lo liuing obſerue nothing the pꝛeceptes of 
Plato bet̃oꝛe rehearſed. Such oughte ra- 
ther to be ſtudiouſe in the lawes, whyche 
are the meintenaunce and vpholdynge ot 
euery commen wealth, and although thef 
pꝛuactile not the law ſo called, yet onghte 
¶ they to haue knowledge therin foz the bet 
ter kurtherante of their neighboures iuſt 
| cauſes, fo gene vnto them good counſell 
frelp, to make an ende of debates and ſtri⸗ 
kes, to agre parties betwene whom there 
is mater of contencion vndetermined So 
| Hall ſuche gentlemen be pzofſtable to os 
chers wel deſeruers of the comune welth, 
end wozthy to poſſeſſe ſuch landes and ins 
| beritaunce as god hath pꝛepared foꝛ them 
to the maintenance of their lpues in their 
eſtates, not denping but gentlemen inhe- 
ritours mape do good diuers wayes with⸗ 
out knowledge in the lawes, though ney- 
ther ſo well, noz woꝛthp ok ſo high com- 
mendacion. As foꝛ other gentlemen whi⸗ 
che haue ſkyll in the lawes to whome koꝛ⸗ 
tuns hathe not granted large — to 
pue 
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lyue otherwyſe then by the fruffe of their 


learnyng, all ſuche mape reſonablye take 
monpe foꝛ their counſell, trauaple, and 
paines, hauing al wapes reſpect to the fays 
inge of Plato, that is Homines hominis 
cauſa eſſe generatos, eche man was boꝛne 
and bzought into this wozlde foz an other 
mans ſake, as one man to helpe an other. 
Chys teacheth men bf lawe ſo to take, as 
in takpng they mape alſo gene vnto hym 
of whom they take:whyche thynge vnrea- 
ſonable takers doe not perfozme , reſpec⸗ 
tyng littell to pzofft thole men of whome 
they take:neither doe thoſe kepe this rule 
whiche pꝛolonge mens cauſes vſpng pꝛo⸗ 
tt aſtinacion, (that is to ſape) puttinge of 
mens cauſes from dape to dape, o2thoſe 
whyche will pzomes a manne to ende his 
matter to mozrowe, and. bir, dapes after 
it halbe to beginne. Suche thynges per 
teine rather to iniurpe then to Gentrye. 
It becommeth then a Gentleman called 
to the miniſtracion ot the lawe , to bla 
ſuche equite that in anye wyſe he doe not 
delaye the canſesof bys clpentes longer 
then by verpe neceſſytiche ſhall be com 
pelled ſo fo doe. Foz ſurelp that and ſuch 
ipke arekpndes of iniurpes wearyn $ the 

a | okt 
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a Gentilman, 
cloke of well meanyng. ' 
Howea Gentleman may muche profite 


his Cuntrie in being a ſoldier or 
Captaine in the warres. 


oba a perfecte ſoldier 02 Cap- 
©6112 tayne in the warres oz to haue 
knowledge in the feates of ar- 
mes, it is ſo honourable in a gẽt⸗ 
leman that there canne be nothyng moze 
p2aple wozthy,nether is there any thinge 
whyche hath reyſed nobilitte to higher ho- 
nour then valiency in armes hath done. 
Suche one ought to be much eſtemed, and 
foz hys ſeruice well rewarded ; foz that a 
ſoldier with perill of hys lyfe , loſe of his 
goodes, departeth from hys quiet houſe . 
his wyke and dere childzen, goinge fozthe 
againſt his enemyes to fyghte foz the de⸗ 
fence of his country:and comminge to the 
warres in chaunge of warme lodging, he 
taketh his reſt vnder a cold tent, (vea ſom⸗ 
ime he lyeth vpd the bare earth) foꝛ want 
f accuſtomed dyet at home. he is cõſtrai⸗ 
ed to take euell ſeaſoned meate, molded 
bzead, vnholſõ dꝛinke, ſutime he hath no 


uſtenice at al:but wher he hopeth to find 
C.iiii. vittelles 


The inſtitution 
bitelles he findeth nothinge but a ſpofled.: 
countrye,ſcarſe grate vpon the grounde: 
when he reſoꝛteth to the riuer as there to 
dzinke, foꝛ want of wyne, he fyndeth ſuch 
repapꝛe therunto that eyther he can not 
conuentently com thereat,o2 els by mul⸗ 
titude of hoꝛſes, cariage of bagage,munt- 
tion o2 ſuch lpke thynges,the water is ſo 
troubled that neyther it can releue man 
no2 beaſt. And two miſerable thynges do 


alwates haunt the warres , that is to ſape 


ponerty and hungre. This pꝛofeſſion of a 
ſouldiour is nothing inferiour oz leſſe thĩ 
anp other vocation, whereunto a gentle⸗ 
man may be called to ſerue hys communs 
wealth : foꝛ vnto the art oz knowledge of 
warres, Valerius Max, geueth this hygh 
p2ayſe In ſinu & tutela militaris diſcipline 
tenaciſſimum vinculum ſerenus tranquil= 
luſque beate pacis ſtatus acquieſcit. 
That is to ſap:the pleſant and quiet ſtate 
ok bleſled peace dothe reſte in the boſome 
and cuſtody ol knowledge in the warres, 
lyke as a moſte (ure bonde and pꝛeſerua⸗ 
tion to the ſame. Serche we the auncient 
hiſtoꝛpes of Grecians, Romans, s others, 
then ſhall we fpnde of what eſtimacion 
good Soldiers haue bene, and to what 


byghs: 
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hyghe kame experte Capptaines haue ry⸗ 
ſen as well to their owne pꝛopꝛe glozie, 
pꝛoffit to thetr country:and contrari wiie 
we ſhal finde y couetouſnes hath bꝛoughe 
vnto men of war re both ſhame death ard Liberals 
dichonoure. So A do gather that in a man fachtau 
of warre theſe two pꝛincipal poyntes are nes in 
chietly to bee embzaced,that is to ſap [{be- wozd ars 
ral(tte,and faithfulnes.in wozde:thone to ag one 
ſhew fozth thonoz of bys gentry,the other tees in a 
tokepe pzomyſes made, Foz as liberality Sold 
geueth gyftes wythin a mannes power, 
and thereby ſheweth that in a Gentleman 
there is no coʒruption of churliſh ſtomack 
oꝛ nigards hart: So doth faſthfulneſſe and 
ſure kepynge ot pꝛompſe, ſhewe a manne 
to be vp2yghte and iuſte in his vedes. 
Firſte to make mencton of liberalytye in 
men of waͤrre. It is wzptten that the Ros 
mans in token of loue whyche they bare 
towardes kyng Paſſintſa,ſente vnto him ;; 
a ſwerde w2ought hyltes and Scabard of 
golde, A Chariot of Juozyp , acrowne of 
gold, a robe of purple, after þ maner whi⸗ 
chs the Emperours of Rome did weare in 
thoſe dayes, ahozſefo2 the warres rychly 
Kappoypnted, and a harneſſe foz his owne 
zarſone. Df further and greater m— 
die 
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The inſtitucion 
tie Fabius Maximus and Q. Conſidius dos 
beare tuft recozde,yea the whole conſent 
of the Romain Empire hath ſhewed vnto 
vs examples wherin we map deſerue the 
right ſhape of liberalitie, when as they 
winning by ſtrẽgth ol armes the cutrie of 
Aſia, moſt plentifull and greateſt part of 
al the whol woꝛld, dtd frely gene the lame 
cuntrep vnto king Attalus in rewardes, 
as he therin to inhabite and becom poſſeſs 
ſer therof, ſaying theſe woꝛds: In hauing 
great dominions, it bzingeth enuye, but 
in geuing ſo great giftes it winneth hos 
no: and renoume. In lyke maner, Q. Fla» 
minius at ſuche time as he had quercome 
Philip kyng of Macedon (ta the fearetull 
ſight wherof the chefe of all Greece did res | 
patre)this Flaminius cauſed ſilence to bee 
made, t with ſounde of the Trumpet com 
maunded theſe woꝛds fo be publiſhed and 
declared. The Senat of Rome wyth ppeo 
ple therof, and Flaminius Emperour, doth 
frelv geue againe and reſtoze to libertie 
all ſuche Cities of Grete as were appers 
teining to Philip king of Pacedon, which 
p2oclamacts heard by d pꝛiſoners eCap- | 
tiues, thei being aſtonied therat partly by 
rea(d of þ wonderful liberalitie not __ 
023 


ok war, e here rehearſed to thentent pal- 


of a Gentleman. +4 
fo2 epartely tijꝛoug ſodaine toye,thoughf 
with theſelues that they had not heard the 

woꝛdes which in dede they dyd heare, t lo 
therupon new pꝛoclamation made p cities 
wer reſtoꝛed e the pꝛiſoners made fre. Al⸗ 
ſo Hieron king of the people called Sira- ieron 
cuſani,vnderſtading y on a certeine time keng. 
the Romãs receiued a great ouerthꝛow at 

a place called Lacus Traſimenus and wer 

ther ſoꝛe diſcofited x wounded, he ſent toy 

titie of Nome i relief therof, the hidzeth 
thouſand buſhels of wheate,two hiwzeth 
thouſand of buſhels of Barlep,+ two hun⸗ 
dꝛeth foztte pound waight of gold. Theſe 
t manv moe laudable eraiples of lfberalf- 
ty wer leff vnto Gẽtlemen by aunciẽtmẽ 


thoughe we be not able to do like dedes as 
touchig their vale w oꝛ gretnes, pet ought 
euery Gentlemen at pleaſt to apply him 
ſelf to dʒaw ſo nere y exaũple of — his 
power et hability wil ſerue him therunto. 
Mob touching the ſecond and pꝛincipall uthtul 
pointe in a Gentleman a ſoldier oz man keping of 
ok warre, it is pꝛomes kepyng, as to bee domes . 
Mapſter to his wooꝛde: wherein firſte he 
ought to con ſider what be pꝛomiſeth, foz 
eaſy it is to pꝛomes, but it is oftimes porn 
an 


The inſtitution | 
and diffitill fo perfourme . Thys pꝛomis 
keppng is called Fundamentum iuſticie, 
the rote and ground of righteouſnes, cal⸗ 
led otherwyſe Fides, and thus Tully defi⸗ 
neth it: Fides eſt dictorum conuentorum- 

e conſtancia, & veritas quia fiat quod 
ictum eſt ſic appellata. That is to ſay : 
Faythe is the ſurenes and truethe in per⸗ 
fourmaiuce of ſapinges and doinges, and 
ſo called Fides of this woozde Fio, becauſe: 
the thing oughte to be perfourmed wht- 
|! 1:88 che is pꝛomiſed by woꝛdes. Pereupon are 
PD dttie. i. grounded theſe wozdes of aſſurance, 
11 Bi the faithe of a Gentleman: whiche faith 
in euerp Gentleman ought to be the ſure 
perfourmaunce of that whiche he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſeth. Of pꝛomes kepyng there is wꝛitten 
\ 1.8 a notable example of on Regulus a Roma 
186-0 Regulus ſoldier who beynge taken pꝛiſoner in the 
|; | 2 warres betwene the Romans e the Care 
115 thagiens, was ſent fra Carthage to Roms 
vpon his pꝛomis and faith, with this con⸗ 
dicion, that ik he coulde perfwade the Se⸗ 
netozs of Rome to ſend home agatne their 
pꝛiſoners in exchange, that then this Re- 
gulus to be made fre t to paꝑ no ranlð, but 
otherwiſe to returne againe to Carthage 
pꝛyſoner as he was befoze-Vereupon _ 
Saulus 
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gulus wente to Rome, and when he cams 
there emong the Senatours , he deſired 
them that they ſhould not in any wyſe re⸗ 
leſe any pꝛiſoners to make him fre, foz 
that he was an olde man, weake, and not 
of any long Iyfe . The Senatoures heres 
vpon accepted his requelt,and ſo Regulus 
returned backe agatne to Carthage, wher 
as he was by the Certhagiãs moſt cruel. 
ly puniſhed with diners kindes of toꝛzmẽ⸗ 
tes, They cut of the lyddes of his eyes to 
thintent he myght not ſlepe , but be an⸗ 
noyed with continuall waking: and after 

that they put him into abarrell oꝛdered in 

this wyſe : one the out ſide of the Barrell 

were dzpuen greate pꝛon naples ſo that 

the pykes of them ran into the hollownes 

of the vellell, then cloſev was the Barrell 
and carfed vp to the top of a high hyll, and 
let roll down to the valley, tearing in this 
wiſe the fleſhe and ſinous from the bones 
of that body wherein dwelt a harte exam- 
ple of faithfulnes. Thus dyed Regulus a 
martir of Conſtancye and faythfull keper 
ok his pꝛomps, leauing behynde him vnto 
all gentlemen a woꝛthy memoztall of the 
ſame. And as Regulus obſerued hispꝛomis 
in maters of worre, ſo ought alſo euerpe 
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ö The inſtitucion 
honeſte pzomys fo be kept in matters of 
peace, whiche is the krende to alcommun 
welthes. And although there do belonge 
many moe things to the god direction of 
a Gentlemans lyfe, the eyther are in this 
boke declared, oz my kmowlege able to ſef 
fo:th:yet is there nothing moze commen- 
dable noz ſoner purchaſſeth lone towards 
gentlemen, thẽ doth the ſure e faithful ke⸗ 
ring of honeſt pꝛomiſes. Theſe two nota- 
ble oznamentes in a gentleman, liberali⸗ 
tie and faithfulnes in woꝛd, are ofttimes 
deſtroyed thzongh couetouſnes, a vyce 
which holly cozrupte the man in whom it 
taketh place. In p2ofer wher of it cometh 
fo purpoſe to rehearce theſe fewe eraples, 
Septimi- There was a tertaine Roman called Sep- 
leus. timileus,a famtlier 4 great cõpanion with 
one Caius Gracchus, whoſe death this Sẽ- 
ti mileus did conſpire, and fn very dede cut 
of the head ok his frende Gracchus, and ca⸗ 
ried it vpo his weapon thꝛoughe the citie, 
becauſe one Opimius a Conſull foz doing 
of that wicked dede,dyd pꝛomis hym bees 
foze in rewarde the wayght of Gracchus 
head in gold, Some wꝛitters doe affyzme 
that Septimileus poured moltent leade in⸗ 
to tbe holow part of Gracchus * = 

nen 
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intent it chould be moze waſghtffe, and lo 
thereby to gayne a greater ſume of golde. 
Lykewiſe Ptolome kyng of Cypꝛes after Bto 
ſuche tyme as he had gathered together a kpng, 
greate numbze of riches and treaſures , 
not wel gotten, (foʒ whiche he fearyng to 
make a dere accoumpt, to the perill of hys 
life) he canſed all this gold 4 ſiluer ſo got⸗ 
ten to ber put into certaine ſhippes hym⸗ 
ſelf ſailing ther with into the ſea, e oꝛdep⸗ 
ned that holes ſhould be made in the bot⸗ 
tomes of the ſayd veſſels wherin he hadds 
owed him ſelfe and the monpe: whyche 
when it was ſo done, by thavonndanceof 
water whiche entred therein, the ſhyppes 
ſonck, and ſo he dꝛowned himſelke, the tres 
ſure,and the ſhyppes to thintent his ene⸗ 
mpes myght not eniope the lucre of hys 
ryches. Thps man hadde nat gotten ry⸗ 
ches, but ryches had gotten hym, bycauſe 
they hadde hm in their power, and he no 
power of the riches Theſe two examples 
- | houlde ſeme to ſuffice , becauſe we vn⸗ 
derſtande therby how Septimileus kylled 
hys frende Gracchus , and howe kynge 
Ptolome dꝛowned hymſelte. Pet to des 
clarehowe conetouſnes hathe been pus 
niſhed in men ol war by the commande⸗ 
ments 
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; Manius « was ſometime a Roman called Manius 
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ment and pꝛouiſion of noble pꝛinces diſpi 


ſing the ſame , J will rehearſe two other 
examples, wher of the one is this. There 


whyche cauſed the warres betwene the 
Romans, and Pithzidates kyng of Bithi. 
nia, Capadocia and other coitries.Manius 
thzongh his vnſaciable couetouſnes was 
muche hated and abhozred of hys own ſol . 
diers, euen ſo muche as they tooke him in 
a watche. and ſet hym vpon an Aſſe backe 
his fete bounde vnder the bely of the Alle, 
and ſo he was caried emong his enempes 
to a citie called Pergamus with ſounde of 1 
Trumpet befozehym, the Trumpetter £ 
ſeping theſe wozdes:Beholve here haue 41d. 
 bzoughte Manius, And when the kynge 
Mithridates hadde ſeen hym , knowpngeſ 
hym to be the couetous Roman, he com⸗ 9! 
maunded that a quantitie of golde ould] ft 
be molten and poured downe boplynge td 
hoffe into the thzote of Manius , diſpt -T 
ſing by thys oꝛdꝛe of punychment, the vn / th 
ſactable conetouſnes whiche was in him, k 


> 


q 
and other of the Romans This was done be 
accozdingtothe commaundement of the" 
kyng, and ſo died Manius choked with theo 
thynge whereunto he had alwayes gres Iwo 
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feſt appetſfe,and within the gullef of his 
thꝛote recefued the tut rewarde of his co- 


there reigned in the Empire a graue and 
Ja wiſe fatger called Pertinax, who by bys 
good pollicy ruled thinges in qupet o2dze, 
to the great pzoflt and increaſe of the com 
mon wclth. Whiche thinges the garfſon 
Soldiers of the city could not long ſuffer, 


owne power and ſtrengthe they pꝛoclap⸗ 


geue mony foꝛ the ſame by it at their has 
des: At which tyme ther was dwellpng fn 
Rome a verpe riche manne in money tal⸗ 
led Iulianus: who beynge deſtrous of ſo 
Igreate honour, bought the ſapde Empire 
ol ft the handes of the ſoldiers, and gaue 
them therfoze great ſummes of money, 

Thus Iulianus obtepned the Empire, and 
ulthe Soldiers hadde hys money, whrehe 
"[ttynge they thiefly deſpz d. But beholde 
tte ende bothe of the Soldiers and their 
b Empcronre. Iubanus pzompyſpng moze 
gel monev bnta the Soldiets then in dede he 
göwoulde perkoʒme, he purchaſed therewith 
js D... the 


ue touſe hart. It channced alſo emong the Herodia 
Romans that after the death of Comodus nus. iii 


but killed this good Emperonr,t by their 


med in the cytie that the Roman Empire 
was to bee ſclde to any man which would 
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Milites 


vrbani. 
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of a Gentilmazi, 


the canſe of hys death, and wag ſoone al⸗ 
ter ſlayne by one of the Tribunes. 
The Soldiers alſo were thus punyſſhed: 
After the death of Fathers reygned 
one called Seuerus Emperour of the Ros 
mans who bearing in his remembꝛaunce 
how foule a ſlaughter the Soldiers hadde 
committed in Partinax,and ſolde the Em⸗ 
pire vnto Iulianus (as pe haue hearde) he 
cauſed p2oclamactd to be made that alt the 
garyſon ſoldiers ofthe C:tie ſhould aſſet.} 
ble together without the walles of Name 


and ſo to come foꝛthe in peaceable wiſe as 


they hadde wonde to do in tryumphes, 
and that they ſhould af that time be lwoz⸗ 

ne to their pꝛelent Emperour Severus, | 
Theſe things the Soldiers bele ued. thint 

kyng no further matter ts lurke therein 
but reiopſynge leafte they2 weapons and 
harnes behynde theym, and yſſued out ol; 
the cytie in maner of tryumphe, with gay | 
londes vpon thepz beddes, whyche when; 
they were altogether, and menne vnary þ 


med, by the fozmer appoyntmente of Seq t 


uerus they were all tncloſed/as in a circle] n 
by other hys ſoldiers whyche were weh n 
armed and of greater nombꝛe, called Ile b 
rici Milites , who tooke from them , f 
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of a Gentleman 

faine coſtely daggers wꝛought curfonſe- 
ly with ſpluer and golde whyche they vſed 
fo weare in Triumphes, they tooke alſo 
from them theyꝛ gyꝛdles, theyꝛ garmen⸗ 
tes, and ſo turned theym fozthe of thepz 
clothes all naked, not kyllynge one man 
of them: but Seuerus in àn oꝛation whys 
che he made vnto them declared that the 
punpſhement was nothyng lyke ſo great 
as thepꝛ offence,referrynge the pꝛeſerua⸗ 
cion of theyꝛ lyues to hys mercpe, vnder 
whoſe handes they wer all redy foz to die. 
Thus the oꝛatid beyng endyd Seuerus ba⸗ 
nyſhed them all vppon peyne of their lp⸗ 
ues neuer after to come nere the cytye of 
Rome by a hundzed Pyles⸗ T5 
By theſe exaples we are taught to know 
nj howe conetouſneſſe hathe ben panyſhed, 
ny as a iuſt ſcourge to thoſe in whom it hath 
| taken dominion, and is athyng moſt con- 
1 trary to thonoꝛ of a Soldier, lettyng paſſe 
to reherſe how manye menne haue fo2ſa« 
ar] ken theyz owne cuntrye , in hope to obs 
Seſ teygne greater lynpnges in other fozen 
cle] natitong. Nether nedeth it too make 
vey mentton of Cyties and townes geuen bp 
Il} by mznne foz money into the handes of 
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The iuſtitution 
But to end this matter & lde what to ſpeke 
of valiencye, Manpe Soldiers do pzoue 

hardy men whiche be nothynge valtent at 

Valley all,foz ryght valiencve is to be wyſehars 
dy:then are tho e nothyng valient whiche 
kyght foꝛ euerpe tryfelynge cauſe, 
He that wyll haue pzayſe of hys ſoꝛgerve 
may not vie to make couocations of bucks 
lers after the maner ot Fleteſtret, ſmithe 
fielde, oꝛ charynge crofſe : Foz oftentp- 
mes wee ſee that he whythe fa moſte has 
ftye to dꝛawe his ſwerde in the ſtretes, is 
ryght eaſpe to bee intreted in the fielde. 

This oughte no gentleman to dq, foz ne? 

ther hardyneſle noꝛ valpentve tan be ſhes 

wed in ſuche ſozt: Nether is it anp parte 
of defente to hys cuntrpe, noꝛ thpnge that 
pertepneth to thoffice of a ſoldier But he 
whyche in time of nede thewith hymſelke 
bolde and vſeth alſo wpſedome wyth hys 
bol deneſſe, mape iuſtly be talled a ryghte 
hardp man. Tully w2yteth that there bee 
two kyndes of fighting,the one is by pol⸗ 
lycye and deniſe as no other creature can 
do but man, in whom wiſdom only doeth 
ſhewe his foꝛte:the other is by ſtrengthe 
of body, as lions, bulles and all other kind 
of bzute beaſtes can doe. Which two kyn⸗ 

e des 


/a Gentleman 
d es of fighting are both within the power 
of man, yet the ſecond maner of fightyng 


is not to be vſed emong menne but when 
nede enfoꝛceth them to the ſame, and ſo it 


is allowable by Tully his woꝛdes, and no 
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other wiſe;fo2 he wziteth Confugiendũ eſt Cicero. 


to ſay in effect we ar licenced to fight lyke 
beaſtes when as we cannot rule our mat 
ters by reaſon lpke menne » Thus we ſee 
kyghting is not allowable but in fozecitb le 
taſes, as rather to fighte then to take ſwa⸗ 
me oꝛ to ſuffer wꝛonge: and by this m:a- 
nes fighting in the warres koz the defence 
of righte is a thyng whyche pertepneth to 
a Gentleman as ſoldier of iuſtice in that 
behalte Finally al though to do valicntly 
in the warres it deſerueth greate pzayſe 
and recompence, pet to miniſter tuſkice in 
the (tate af peace it is an office wozthy of 
higher commendacion:the reaſon is, war⸗ 
res are nothing neceſſarp, but of neceſſity 
muſt be defended when they fall And cd 
frarp wiſe peace is a thing not only moſte 
neceſlarp, but it is alſo called the belt thig 
which euer nature hath geuen vnto men. 


D. lil, nolite 


ad poſterius ſi vt ns licet ſuperiore. That is f fc0.4 
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And ſumewhat to dep2eſle the glozve of coniura 
Holdiers Saluſt waiteth theſs wozdes. Carclina * 
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wher the one ſitteth at home t miniſtreth 
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The inſtitucion 


N olite exiſtimare maiores noſtros armis 
Rempub ex perua magnam feciſce. 


Thynke not ſayeth he that oure fozefa- 
thers haue made a ſmall commun wealth 
to flozvſheandbecome greate by meanes 
of warres.Alſo Tullye ſapeth, Pacem ini- 
quam iuſtiſſimo veniant efero , J allowe- 
(ſapeth he) an vniuſte peace to bee better 
than a moſte rightefull warre. Wet when 
warres doe fall betwene kynges and Rus 
lers of this earth, that Gentleman whych 
ſheweth hymſelfe hardpe, wpſe, and foꝛ⸗ 
wardes therein, dodeth ryght well deſer⸗ 
ue kame of menne, and rewarde of hys 
countrey:and fo2 hys parſon he is compas 
rable to hym whyche kurthereth iuſtice, 
and beareth the name of ciuill offpce . Foz 


tnſtice,y other defendeth in{fice.refiſteth 
and putteth backe thoſe whych would dwe 
wꝛonge to others :as doe all thoſe whyche 
with loſle of their bloud doe fight koꝛ their 
coiifrey, t geue repulce to others, whiche 
offer iniury to the lame. it appeareth the | 
to euery man of ryghte vnder ſtandyng, 
that this vocactoofa ſoldyer is very mete 
fo: a gentleman. And therfoze it is neceſ- 
ſarye that Gentlemen be ſtudyous and 

171 diligente 


of a Gentleman. 
diligente to knowe the feates of armes 
thatthey thereby maye ber experte menne 
to defende their countrepe, whenſoener 
occalpon of warres ſhall requpze theyz 
helpe. And furthermoze not to ſtand igno⸗ 
raunt' in the knoweledge of other wozld- 
lpe thynges merte foꝛ the vſe of menne to 
the conſcruacton of a commune wealthe: 
ſo that therby they ſhall deſerne bothe the 
name of good ſoldyers and quiete gentle⸗ 
men.Unto gentlemen as honour of thepz - 
well dopng and perpetuall remembꝛaüce Xemeg 
of their valiency,certeyne ſygnes and tos geuen in 
kens were genen,bearing witnes oftheir WArres « 
hardines and bicto:tes in their warres. 
Theſe tokens eche welt deſerucr bare in 
his ſhielde accozdynge to his wozthines. 
ſome. geuyng one deuice, other ſum an o⸗ 
ther, whyche were alter wardes and now 
je are called Armes. 
e | Theſe Armes are alſo boꝛne by they? chil 
ix | dꝛen and poſteritie, in ſignificatton that 
he | of ſo wozthy fathers they were deſcended? 
he | wherby they haue befo2e their epes a days 
az | ly memozial which ought to ſtirre vp and 
te | incozage the to do þ lyke noble dedes that 
eſ⸗ their ancitours befoze:thehaue dane. Au⸗ 
no cient hiſtozies do make mencion of ſodzy 
its D, illi. armes 
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armes geuen to 'ondzve valient men, as 
to the Romans, The Greciens befoze the, 
the Precians befoze them: and moꝛe aun⸗ 
tient. Siculus in hys antiquities makety 
mention of Anubis, and Pacedom ſonnes 
to kyng Oſiris( which with an hot of men 
dyd trauell about al the wozld,and taught 
the neceſſary vſe of many thinges whyche 
were to men in thoſe dayes vnknowen.) 
Theſe two noble menne bare in their ar⸗ 
mes two beaſtes, thone gaue a greyhound, 


The inſtitucion 


thother a wonlf. Theſe men were long ti⸗ 
me befo2ze that Alexander the great bare 


any name in this wozlde, pet reygned he 


befoze the Romans who alſo were valiet 
people and floꝛyſhed thzough oute all the 


Commẽ- woꝛlde ber nge the names of Romans. ii. 


taria Ce 
©faris. 


men of no \ma!l continuaunce. Then ak- 


ued among the Bzytainer. The Real 


. EC. lxxxiii.peres paſſeo ſo that it appe- 
reth armes haue ben dewe vnto valient 


ter thoſe dayes aunctent Empiers + king⸗ 
doms did beare armes, as appꝛo pꝛiate vn⸗ 
to their dominids. The Rqamans gaue an 
Egle, whych enſigne was in great haſſar 
des to be loſt here in Englande, called thẽ 
Bꝛitaine at ſuch time as Iulius Ceſar ar 


of Enaland beareth thzee Lyons of golde 
2 in: 
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fn a field of gules, Fraunce beareth thꝛee 
flower delts gold vpon a feld aſure,Scot- 
land a Lion rampante guels.and ſo fozth 
of other Realmes. And euery Gentleman 
perticulerlve hath his pzoper armes, as 
herauldes ſkpll full therein canne better 
blaſe:to whom I referre that Faz by occas 
ſion of armes Jam rather moued to re⸗ 
herce ſume whyche are commonlpe knoas 
wen , then that J meane to enter into as 
ny great diſcourſe of blaſon. 
How ambaſſages be moſt 
mete for Gentlemen, 
to a Getleman alſo apperfepneth 
moze kytly then to any other ſozte of 
menne ambaſſage oꝛ meſſage to bee 
done betwene kynges and p2inces of this 
earth moze fitly J ſay becauſe gentlemen 
doe know how to beare countenaiice and 
comlye geſture befoze the Pageſtpe of a 
kyng better then other ſoꝛtes of me :alſo 
they knowe how to recepue and intertey- 
gne others , and howe they themſelues 
oughte to be interteined. Whiche thinges 
are muche noted in an Ambaſadour com⸗ 
ming out of a foꝛen Realme, i in no place 
ſo well to he learned as in the courtes of 
pꝛinces To ſuch a gentleman doe 1 
tyin⸗ 


The inſtitucion 
b. thinges,lernfng,knowledge in langun 
ges, ſobzietie ot perſon, coꝛteſpe, and libe⸗ 
ralitie. Wherof two, that is to ſape lear⸗ 
nyng and ſobzietp are moſt requiſite :the 
other thꝛer alſo are ſo neceſſarye, that they 
cannot well be wantinge in an Ambvaſſa- 
dour Some perchaunce will ſay that par⸗ 
ſonage oz comlines of bodp ts alſo requt- 
lite, whiche thyng in a man ſhewcth fozth 
the conning handy woꝛke of god, pet is it 
nothyng ſo nedefull as the others be: foz 
it ſuſtiſeth that he ber ſobze and learned 
hauing ther with the giftes befoꝛe rehear⸗ 
ſed. Foz if an Ambaſſadour be lerned , he 
ſhalbe able to diſcource with tearned men 
in any affaries fouchpng his meſſage, o2 
other thinges perteining to the wealth of 
his counfrey:if he haue knowledge in lan 
guages, then ſhat he be able to talke with 
fund2y nacions, and therein a man mete 
to ſerue hys conntrep in ſundꝛye wyſe: 
if he be ſobꝛe, he is thereby moꝛe acceptas 
bly receyued into the companye of graue 
menne, to whole wildomes the wapghtie 
matters of euerpe commen wealth of ne⸗ 


ccfſitic are tommitted, by them diſpoſed - 
and determined thoſe ar the neceſſary ler⸗ 
uauntes x AN tokynges, without 
whom 
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fa Gentleman ; 
wohome the ſure eſfabliſhement of Reat- 
mes cannot well be grounded. Courteſye 
in like maner hath his vertue,it winneth 
the Food repoꝛte of ſtraungers, it purcha⸗ 
ſeth tone of thoſe whyche neuer ſawe the 
man in whame it wozketh the fruites of 
Gentlenes, liberalitie is alſo a thing whi⸗ 
che ſheweth fozthe thonour of a Gentle 
heart, thys is alſo muche commendable 
in an Ambaſſadoure. The contrary vnto 
tiberalitte is pꝛodigalitie: and thus they 
differ , liberalitie is to helpe and ſuccour 
with wozldelp goodes the man whyche ts 
poo2e and ſtandeth nedefull therok, ozto 
geue mony to the mariage of pooze map⸗ 
dens, oꝛ to geue à thing where it maye be 
well beſtowed. Pꝛodigalitie is to beſtowe 
monep oꝛ godes in ſuch ſozt as it is ſpent 
ether in banketing, feſtynge, rewardes to 
plears of interludes, rewardes to Pa. of 
defence, in hauking, hunting oꝛ anp other 
— thyng of whyche there can remapne 
no gret fame oꝛ memozy toy ſpender ther 
of. This vice of pꝛodigality reygneth chief 
ly in pog me,who know not j 5 right vſe of 
monep oꝛ valewe of a penye . ” Therfoze L 
make mention therof to pong gentlemen, 
to thintent they map auoide to fal therin. 
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Het this fault is curable in anp gentlema 
and ſo muche the lefle becauſe in continu⸗ 
aunce of time with great expences 4 ſhe⸗ 
ding of monep, moſt men at that lengthe 
are bꝛought to knowe the ryght vale wol 
thinges, and to eiteme money as money, 
„ and not as chippes o2 duſte flyinge in the 
1:2 aàpꝛe. In this vice of pzodigalytie old men 
L do ſeldome offende Lykewpſe the ryghte 
It vſe of liberalitie is ſeldome found in the, |; 
at by reaſon that couetouſnes ts:{mpetimet ] 
x to the ſame, to which vyce keble age is ſoꝛe 
inclined, and moze do menne fynde them⸗ 
ſelues annoyed therwith at. ix. yeres then 
at the age ol. xxiiii. Foꝛ the neerer a man 
dꝛaweth to his end. the maze deſpꝛous and 
gredy he is to haue, and become rych: and 
Cicero no man is ſo olde, ſaithe Tully,) but he 
daten- thynketh hymlelfe able to lyue one peare 
longer, ſo that ſo longe as lyfe remaineth | 
in age ſo longe groweth in him a deſpꝛe 
fo: to haue. Thus as couctouſneTe is in 
all men diſpꝛapſeable, ſo in an ambaſſa- | 
dour it cannot be hydden , fo2hys houſe 
kepyng and his recepuing of ſtrangers at 
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ſundꝛpe times u il bewꝛav it if anp ſuche 
vyte be in hym. Mildome therkoꝛ willeth 
al men to auopde eche luperkluitie, as 4 


Fg 


ofa Gentleman. 
(ther to be to muche a nigarde Which rom⸗ 
meth of couetouſnes, nepther to greate à 
ſpender whyche commeth ol folly , where 
meaſure is dblerued there is plentious 
houſe kepyng, without waſte, whych eue⸗ 
ry Ambaſſadour ought foz to doe, becauſe 
good houſe kepyng is athynge in all Get- 
lemen required, and alſo it augmenteth 
the honoure of the pzpnce from whome 
luche a meſſanger is ſente. 

A gẽtlemã ſent af ambaſſage vnto a pꝛice 
0 to thincke akyng to be but a man, 
and in reuerence and hum litie boldely to 
ſap hys meſſage vnto him, nether anno 
inge the pꝛynce with man pe woꝛdes, noz 
to ſpeake any thynge whych agreeth not 
with reaſon, Theſe thynges oblerued, 
he ſhall ſhewe hymſelke able to vſe ſache 
an office, and deſerue tuſtelp rewarde at 
the handes of the pꝛynce hys lpege Loꝛde 
and mayſter, In whole affapꝛes he is ſent 
into any fozeyn Realme. 


How a gentleman dwellyng | in 
the contrie may profit 
others by his office or 
otherwyſe. 
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that he be not founde kully ignozaunt:foz 


dable. It ſoundeth euill whe the countrp⸗ 
man ſhal reloꝛt vnto a gentlema koꝛ cont 


headis voide both of lawe and reaſon, and 


The inſtitucion 


O be à iuſtice of peace in the civ 

Ae trpe, as a ſtape foꝛ ſpmple men, 
Nel ( JI helper of their cauſes by waye of 
=2S artitrement o2 other wiſe to end 
their contenttons,and ſtint thep: ſtrines, 
It is alſo a goodlp miniſtracion and office 
koꝛ a gentleman: wherein a man may doo 
muche benekite to thecommon welth,and 
purches great loue emong his neighbozs: 
and though ſuch one be not fully wel ler⸗ 
ned in the lawes, pet it behoueth him to 
haue ſome knowledge therin, and chtefly 
in thinges belonging to his office. Foz 
ignoꝛaunce dwelling in a gentleman ble⸗ 
milheth his wozſhip,and defaceth his par- 
ſon in many pointes. Jano2aunce quickly 
beleneth,ignozaiice ts eally deceiued, yea 
in moſt manifeſt matters. Therfoze it be 
houeth a gentleman ſo to apply himſelfe, 


knowledge in any honeſt thing is comme 


ſel in matters ot contraucrcy 62 to be in⸗ 
ſtructed af the gentlemans hands, whoſe 


then ſuch a gentleman willeth his nefghs | 
dour to reſozt vnto the next iuſtice. This 
manne 
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man tan litle ſkyl how to p;offit his toun⸗ 
try oꝛ to ſaue himſelfe harmleſſe fro the 
perilous acciventes of this wozld, keping 
the wulfe from the doe (as they call it) 
though in dede he knowe ther be a ſhepe 
within, who ſtãdeth in great danger ifthe 
wulf ſhold enter the houſe, Df ignozauce 
there is riſen a pꝛouerbe in our tog much 
to the repꝛoche of gentlemen , as thus. 
He ſhoteth like a gentlemã faire & fur of. 
This pꝛouerbe doth not only meane ſho⸗ 
ting as with bow and arro wes, but it ex- 
tendeth kurther and recheth to greter mat 
ters, all to the diſpꝛapſe of ignoꝛant gent · 
lemen. The like ſaping is wel ſhot, as who n 
ſay neither wel ſpoke noz wel vnder{tad: vl 
taking the metapher from the toitngof = || 
gentlemen. Jwold therfoze erhoꝛt al get- 
lemenne ſo to growe in knowledge that 
this pꝛouerbe myght looſe his effecte, and 
no moꝛe to be ſaide, ſhot like a gentlemã. 
Wpſhynge rather it myght take place in 
ſom other ſoꝛtes of menne, i in any man 
it bę place woꝛthy. To gentlemen of the 
cuntry which haue landes 9 lpuing ther 
to, it hath been a greate pꝛayſe in tvmes 
paſt, and is truly a thing pꝛaiſe wozthy,to 
be 1755 — relieue their — 
ours 
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bours with meate and d2pnke,to fede ma⸗ 
ny and be themſelues fed of fewe , to ſeke 
London ſeldome, and at thepz owne hou⸗ 
ſes often te be ſought,to haue their (mos 
kye kitchens repleniſhed w vittaile, their 
ſtables wpth Hozſes, theyz Warderobes 
rather wyth harneſſe then ſilke Garmen- 
tes, their Haules with menne, their cham 
bzes with plentye of Fuell and fewe per⸗ 
fumes.Theſe thynges had wont and are 
ſill pzayſe wozthy in gentlemen w pche 
dwell in the cuntrp. In the aunclent time 
when curious buildpnge fed not the cyes 
of the wapefarpng man then myghte he 
be fed e haue god repaſt at a gentlem ans 
place ſo called. Then ſtoode the butterpe 
doze without a hatthe, vomen had then no 
tcauſe to curſe ſmall dyſhes , Flanders 
Cookes hadde then no wages fo: their de» 
uiſes, noꝛ ſquare Tables were not vied 
This vartette and chaunge from the olde 
Englyſhe maner, hath ſmally enryched 
gentlemen, but muche it hath empoue⸗ 
ryſhed their names, not with out iuſt pu⸗ 
nyſhement of theyꝛ inconſtantve in that 
behalfe, ⁊Ignoꝛaunte was the cauſe whych 
moued gentlomen firſt to accept ſtraung 
inuentions, and leue their o une maners 
whiche 
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whyth were appꝛoued and knowen ko be 
good:foʒ being ignoꝛaunt how vnfitte the 
new would accoꝛd with our Englithe na⸗ 
tures, they wer by that ignoꝛaunce pꝛone 
t redy to fozſake the olde.Remembze that 
dzinke dzaweth the fleming to pour krend 
ſhip, god houſe keping, the Engliſhman: 
and cozrection the people of Fraunce. If a 
man therfozebe ignoꝛaut howto vle eche 
of theſe the in his kind, he wanteth diſ⸗ 
crecton to deſerne their diſpoſitions Moze 
I oner ignoꝛaunce robbeth maiſters ot᷑ ſuch 
duties as their ſeruauntes onghte by obe⸗ 
diente to owe vnto theym, and maketh a 
ſeruaunte to become checkmate with his 
maiſter:then ſaith ſuch a ſeruaunt that he 
hath the beſte pemons maiſter in al Eng⸗ 
land J ſpeake not this againſt ſeruaunts 
noꝛ otherwiſe then that J wold al gentle⸗ 
men to be bothe curtiſe and liberall vnto 
chem, but it tendeth to wardes ſuch mats 
ters, as neither know the right vſe of woz 
„chip noz liberalitie: «ſo by meanes of mas 
„ [kyng thoſe their egalles whyche ought to 
Ide their inferiozs,they loſe ſuch woꝛſhippe 
as vnto the name of gentry ought dewlp 

to appertatne,as thinges alwapcs appzo-- 


ch Ms to the lame, Thus ag nnen 
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The iuſtitucion 


a gentleman is muche diſpꝛayſable, So to 
much cunning in him is nothinge pꝛapl⸗ 


woꝛthy. That is when a gentlemã is cun⸗ 


ning in an other mans occupacion, + igno⸗ 
rant in his owne:as to know much in huſ⸗ 
bandꝛy, Cloth makinge,oz marthandiſe, x 


to be ignozant in knowledge of his owne 


ate xoffice of à gentleman, which thing 
cometh of adenil pꝛocured by auarice, ac- 
toꝛding to the laping of Chaucer. The de- 
uil made a riue for to preach or a Souter a 
Shipman or a Leche. Thus he diſpꝛapſeth 
thoſe whych leaue their owne vocacton, & 
ſerche to know the faculties of other me. 
Hy theſe and ſuche lpke abuſes, the name 
of gentry is runne into greate ignominpe 
6 diſdapne, becauſe it hath appeared ok la's 
daies how cunning gentlemen haue bene 
in other mens occupacions, ind haw lin⸗ 
glelp they hath regarded the pzeſaruacion 
ot their owne eſtates: And wel woꝛthp are 
all ſuche to looſe the name of gentrye;bes 
cauſe like Stoꝛłs deagurers of their owne 
kynd, in runninge out ef their paofefion, 


they deſtroye thevm ſelues:as by conttnu⸗ 


aunce of bping and ſellunge thep ere net 
tſteamed as gentlemenne but marchan⸗ 
te b, ouerthzowing in pzoces of time their 
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of a Gentleman 


wozſhipkul houſes themſelues, and theft 
poſteritie foʒ euer. Take it nether that A 
mene to inuep àagaynſt on ſozte of menne 
moe then an other, foꝛ to ſuch purpoſe A 
bend not my intent: but as J would wiche 
no gentleman to decap by myſnſinge hys 
eſtate. euen ſo the righte wap fo pꝛeſerue 
gentrye ſtandeth muche in eſtimacion of 
them ſelnes:foz no better is hethen lea wd 
whych thinketh him elke a leawde man: e 
noleſſe is he then wozſhipfull, whych in 
al wozſhip behaueth himſelf and direceth 
his lpfe to do vertuous dedes. It is an eaſꝑ 
thyng to iudge how vnlike that man is to 
attetgne higher honoz, wher as he is not 
able to meinteine the pꝛeſent eſtate wher 
vnto he is callled. 
Wiel are the matchannt men of London 
acquainted with the infirmities of ſuche 
gentlemen, and better acquaintaunce day 
I groweth emong them, when as the pol⸗ 
| littke deuices of the marchaunte iogneth 
| wyth the ſimplicitie of the gentleman £ 
„neuer leaueth acquayntaurice noz famili⸗ 
oritie with hym vnto ſuche tyme as the 
marchauntes moneye hath boughte the 
gentilmans land. Then is d marchaunt 
| Il. 4608 
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a gentleman is muche diſpꝛaylable, So to 
much cunning in him ts nothinge pꝛapl⸗ 
wozthy. That is when a gentlema is cun⸗ 
ning in an other mans occupacion, 4+ igno- 
rant in his owne:as to know much inhuſ- 
bandꝛy, Cloth makinge,oz marthandiſe, x 
to be ignoꝛant in knowledge of his owne 
Tate +office of à gentleman, which thing 
cometh of a deuil pꝛocured by àuarice, ac⸗ 
toꝛding to the laping of Chaucer. The de- 
uil made a riue for to preach or a Souter a 
Shipman or a Leche. Thus he diſpꝛapſeth 
thoſe whych leaue their owne vocacton, 4 
ſerche to know the faculties of other me. 
By theſc and luche lyke abu'es; the name 
of gentryisrunne into greate ignominpe 
6 diſdapne, becauſe it hath appeared of las 
daies hom cunning gentlemen haue bene 
in other mens occupacions, ind how lin⸗ 
glelp thep hath regarded the pzeſaruacion 
of their owne eſtates: And wel wozthp are 
all ſuche to looſe the name of gentrye;be- 
tauſe like Stoꝛłs deuourers of their owne 
kynd, in runninge out ct their pzofefion, 
thep deſtroye thevm ſelues:as by continu⸗ 
aunce of bying and ſellunge thep ere net 
eſteamed as gentlemenne but marchan⸗ 
te s, ouerthzowing in pꝛoces of time ens 

T | 039 


: 
x 
. 
C : 
: . 
& 
11 


of a Gentleman 


ro;ſhipful honſes themſelues, and theft 
poſteritie foz euer. Take it nether that A 
mene to inuep agaynſt on ſozte of menne 
moze then an other,foz to ſuch purpoſe A 
bend not my intent: but as J would wiſhe 
no gentleman to decay by myſuſinge hys 
eſtate, euen ſo the righte way to pꝛeſerue 
gentrye ſtandeth muche in eſtimacion of 
them ſelnes:foz no better is he then lea wo 
whych thinketh htmſelfe a leawde man: £ 
noleſſe is he then wozſhipfull, whych in 
al wozſhip behaueth bimſelf and direceth 
his lyfe fo do vertuous dedes. It is an eaſy 
thyng to iudge how vnlike that man is to 
atteigne higher honoz, wher as he is not 
able to meinteine the pꝛeſent eſtate wher 
vnto he is callled. 
| Welare the marchaunt men of London 
| acquainted with the tnfirmſties of ſuche 
| gentlemen;,and better acquaintaunce dap 
| Iv groweth emong them, when as the pol⸗ 
| littke deuices of the marchaunte togneth- 
wyth the ſimplicitie of the gentleman \ & 
neuer leaneth acquayntaurice noz famili- 
aritte with hym vnto ſuche tyme as the 
| marchauntes monepe hath boughte the 
pentilmans land. Then is b marchaunt 
| Wl. - ng 
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loꝛd of the gentlemans houſe,+ the gentle 
man no nerer of acquayntance with the 
marchaunt man then though he hadneuer 
ſene him befoze. Take hede of this gentle» 
men, ble pour vocacton in ſuch ſozt as pe 
may haue ns mote to do with thoſe kinde 
ot men, then fo} pour mony to haue their 
marchandies it is a greate advantage to 
haue a man kubtecke to monp So long as 
ve haue mony p marchat is pour ſeryant, 
but when he hath mony wherof pee ſtãd 
nede right wel he knoweth p pour maſter 
lieth in his cheſt at home, clad in a tote ot 

lether oꝛ canuas, able to rule him whych 
weareth robes of ſilke. Thus to conclude, 
of the offices of gentlemen, it may be ſayd 
that it fallcth not foz euerp gentleman to 
bee one of theſe.titf.befozc rehearſed: that 
is to ſap a manne of law, a Captapneinp } 
Warres an ambaſſadoure, 02a Juſtice of || ' 
peace in his Country. Lrew it is ther are l. 
to feawe offices foꝛ [0 many men, and wel! 
A do affirme that therbe many moe offices || 1 
and roumes fit fo2 gentlemen, pet becauſe || ? 
the god man of lawe is a keye of iuſtice, * 
the valiente Captatne a ſhplde and de⸗ * 
fence foꝛ hys Country, the wiſe Amballa⸗ # 

rour a ncceſſarye fozeine eve of the com- 
mune 
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mune wealth, the ſuffice of peace a nede 
fall miniſter in the Countreye , J haue 
thought good tberfo2e(as they bo) lo to cal 
them chiefe offices ouer others , and moſt 
neceſſary foz gentleme to haue p miniſtra 
tion of them befoze any other ſoꝛtes of per 
ſons:not deniyng but that therber manye 
moe offices and roumes kit foz gentleme, 
whyche here particulerlye to reherce , it 
ſhould bee ſuperfluous. To be à cuſtomer 
ok à Hauen towne, oz a Bapyly oz wante 
of larger foztune, neceſſitic hath rather 
enfozſed Gentlemen then their kirſt inſti⸗ 
tucion:but that a gentle man be a ſercher 
of ſum pozke , oꝛ a Serge int in a Citie it 
is verp vnmete foz his inſtituciõ,.becauſe 
we ought to conſider that a gentlemane 
ſhould beare an office like himſelfe, wher 
in may be no apperaunce 02 likely hode of 
diſhoneſty:but as he himſelke ſhould be ct- 
uil of perſon, euen ſo ought his office and 
miniſtracion ta be ſuche as in all vpright⸗ 
nes it map be miniſtred. Moꝛeouer ech gẽ⸗ 
tle man ought to accoumpt himſelfe a ma 
o2depned to laboz and trauaile in righte 
cauſes, offices and miniſtracions, aman 
ready to defende hys countrep from Ene⸗ 
myes, widowes from wꝛonges, ozphanes 
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from oppꝛeſſion, and eche other pꝛe man 

in his iuſt cauſe accoꝛdyng to the power e 

habilitie whych lyeth in hym, and ſo to bee 

à man both out and humble: as ſtout in 

defence of right, and lowly in his conuer⸗ 

' ſion towards al men. This man ought al⸗ 
wapyes to haue a firme conſcience, and ſo 
charely to loke to the pꝛeſeruacion there⸗ 
ok, that no woꝛldly blaſtes of pꝛyde oꝛ am 
bicion do cozrupt the ſame, ſo that he may 
be pꝛofitable vnto others by þ examples of 
his well doinge: whyche thynges by him 
obſęrued he maye thenne ber ryghtefully 
called and woozthelye deſerue the name 
of a Gentleman. 


Hove a Gentleman ſhould dif- 


fer from other ſortes of men. 


e nedeth not muche to ble 
l [long treaty hereof,becauſe 
the caurſe of thps boke rũ⸗ 
neth to no other end in el⸗ 
kett, then to declare the dif⸗ 
kente betwene Gentlemen 
E other ſozts of men: wherin we oughte to 
conſider that reuerence and honoz is not 
at al times enil belfowed towards 5 
nobie 
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noble houles, although their tondicions in 
al pointes do not aunſwere to their nobi⸗ 
lutie Fo2 it is to be cõlidered that the moꝛe 
reuerence is done towards noble men 5 
moꝛe it geueth example ot obediẽte towar⸗ 
ds the Ralers and ſuperions of this earth. 
And wel we ought to beare greater thin⸗ 
ges at handes of noble men. when as they 
offendin ſuch ſozt as hurteth vs nothinge 
at al And thoughe ſumntyme noble menne 
wil fozget thẽ ſelues, pet ought not others 
therfoze fo2get to do their duties v nto 
them. Herodianus makethmencion of one 
Macrinus which wzought the deſtruction 
of Baſſianus Caracalla Emperour o Rome 
t ſo became his ſuccefſour in the Empire. 
This Macrinus ( ſaith he) being at Antio- 
chia wꝛot an Epiſtle to the Senatours of 
Rome, wherin among other things (by oc⸗ 
cafion that he had to ſpeake of noble men 
bozne) he wꝛyt theſe wooꝛdes. Patrocinia 

nobilits ſepenumero in ſuperbiam vertit, 
diſpectis omnibusvelut inferioribus. That 

is to ſap:ofttymes nobilitie chaungeth in 

to pꝛyde, and diſpiſeth all other menne 

as their inferiours. In thys pointe gen⸗ 
try doth not only differ from others, but it 
| differcth from it ſelfe:fo2 gentlenes t pꝛid 
E. liu. dre 
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are two contraryes. But touching p trus 
difference,and as they ought to differ:liks 
as the role in beauty paſſeth all other flo- 
wers and is an oznamente and ſettinge 
fo:th of the place where it groweth and ſo 
by the excellency that nature hath genen, 
it leadcth a mans eye ſoner to the aſpecte 
and beholdinge of it thenne of other flo- 
wers, ſo ought a'gentleman by his condi⸗ 
cions, qualities and god behauiour, to ex⸗ 
cel al other ſoʒtes of men, and by that his 
excenlencpe to ſet fozthe and adozne the 
whole company among whom he ſhal hap 
pen koꝛ to be:and therby to leade the eye ol 
mans affection to tone him befoze others 
fo his vertue ſake. Eche gentlemen ther 
foze ought to take diligent hede, that aboũ 
daunce of high ſtomacke do notoucrgrow 
the god diſpoſition of humilitie, like as in 
gardens wel ſituate we ſe& oft times fapꝛe 
flowers put out of ſpaht,by reaſon of net - 
tles,humblockes, and other grofſe wedes 
which grove therein, and kepe from the 
good herbes both the beames of the ſunne 
t dzappes of the raine, foꝛ want of whyche 
naturall heate and mopſtures, the ſwete 
flowers and god herbes by neceſſity — 
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nedes periſhe. Yet tan it not be ſapd but p 
mold of the garden would as wel nouriſh. 
- and bing fozth ſwete flowers as bnſane« 
ryewedes,ſo that the neclygence of þ gar 
_ is to be blamed and no other thing: 
uenlike maner when as in a Gentlemã 
of goodly parſonage, moze vice appeareth 
them god condicions, iuſtlye is the neg⸗ 
lygence of ſuche one to bee repꝛoued, and 
then I know not how oz wherin he diffe- 
reth from an other common parſon, thin⸗ 
kyng it not euil applyed to liken ſuch one, 
as Salomon in his pꝛouerbes doth, when 
he ſpeaketh ol a fayze woman whoſe beau 
ty is greater then her wyſedome, ſapinge 
theſe woꝛdes: Annulus aurius in naribus 
ſuis eſt mulier pulchra & fatua . A fapze 
woman being a Fole, is like vnto a Sow 
whych carieth a ringe of gold thꝛough her 
noſe:euen ſo(as I thinke)a Gentleman of 
godly parſonage being beaſtly in condi 
cions map be included within this ſimili⸗ 
fude:fo2 he ought eyther to differre from 
other men in lawdablethinges oz els not 
to differre at al. Andin that reſpect no mã 
can (uftly challenge the title of nobylyty. 
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The inſtitucion 
V Vhat paſtimes gentlemen ought 


to vie, how:and after what ſort, and 
what games are vnmete to be vſed. 
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. Lthough nod erers 
C1 -FRY cile and honeſte pa- 
, | ſtymes doo muthe 

AN — 'p2offpt bothe to the 
P9Y > 2 bealthe of man and 
Br ED Ed \ 15 4 recreacton ok bys 
Sf 2 6=V \ wytte, wherby they 

0 be allowed: pet no⸗ 

thinge canne bee ſo 
good dut the — and —— 
vie therot taketh away þ right inſtituctd, 
and bzyngeth myſuſe vnto that whych at 
the fp2if was oꝛdeyned foz neceſſary cau- 
fes, wherein J take occaſfon to ſpeake of 
hauking and hunfyng,paſtpmes vfed(pea 
rather abuſed)of Gentlemen, which vaſti⸗ 
mes in their right kinds are good t allow- 
able, yet by fuperfluons vieand ouermuch 
hauntyng ot them, they be rather chaun⸗ 
ged into faults etranſgreſſfans, then ho⸗ 
neft ererciſes oꝛdepned fo2 mans recrea- 
113 c;cc-o £0-3n this t al other paſtymes we ought 
117 officer. fo fola the graue counſel of Cicero, wha 
118 wyyteth tyele woozdes,non ita generati a 
| 1 | natu - 
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natura ſumus vt ad ludum & iocum facts 
eſſe videamur, ſed ad ſeueritatem potius, & 
alia ſtudia grauiora. That is to ſap: wears 
not made and brought foozthe vnto thys 
wozld to thentent we might appeare crea 
ted to the mapntenaunce of gampnge and 
paſtymea, but we be boꝛne to moꝛe waigh 
pe matters, to moꝛe gràue ſtudpes, offi⸗ 
tes and vocacions. Pet doth not Cicero de⸗ 
nye but that honeſt paſtymes are allowa⸗ 
ble, ſo that they be meaſurablp vſed, as he 
alſo wzpteth. Ludo autem & ioco illis qui- 
dem vti licet, ſed ſicut ſomno & ceteris qui 
etibus, tum cum grauibus ſerijſque rebus ſa 
tiſfecerimus. That is to ſay:honeſt games 
t paſtimes are allowable, but we oughte 
to vie them as we do ſlepe and other eaſes 
ot the body, to be taken after ſuch time as 
we haue laboꝛed enough in other waigh⸗ 
tye matters and woꝛldly affay2es : accoꝛ⸗ „ 
dyng as the Romapne Sceuola did vſe oftc 33 ll |; 
tymes in playing at Tennys, only foꝛ tile 
recreacion ot his ſpyzptes after ſache ty⸗ 
mes as he hgdde taken greate paynes in 
wapghtpe matters of the commonne 
wealthe. Pe vſed alſo other Games and 
paſtymes, not that he delyghted in gam⸗ 
myng, but only to make his wittes Fa 
by re 


The inſtitucion 
freſhe and ready to the ſtudy of ncdefull x 
_ pzofitable thinges, Alſo the wyſe Phplos 
Bocrates. {opher Socratcs(to whom no part of wyſe⸗ 
dome laye vnknowen \toke no ſhame ta 
1113148 . play with Canes and Redes emong pong 
10:84 childzen, as puttynge theym vnder theyz 
1 thyghes. and ſo runnynge one agapnſt an 
other ſomewhat in maner of iuſting with 
Þozfres. This dydde he nat foꝛ that there 
were in hym any childyſh appetytes, but 
to allow gamyng as aneceſſarye thyng ta 
reuiue and quickenne the wpttes of wiſe 
- men. And toknowe what paſtymes wee 
oughteto vſe, Cicero alſo wꝛyteth theſe 
wozdes Suppeditant autem & campus nof 
ter, & ſtudia venandi, honeſti exempla lu - 
dendi, The fieldes (ſavth he) huntinge of 
beaſtes, and ſuch other, do miniſter vnta | 
vs godtp occactons of paſſꝑng the time. 
Pet he ſayth mozeoner. Ludendi eſt qui- 
den modus retinendus. That is to faye;a | 
t meaſure ought tobe kept in paſtyme. 
67 Which wozde meaſure bzyngeth in good 
cccaſiqn ta ſpeake here of Bgulkinge and 
Hunktynge, ko; becauſe in theſe dapes ma- 
| 
| 


npe Gentlemen wil do almoſte nothinge 

els, oꝛ at the leaſte can do that better then 

any other thing, : 
TLyys 
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This is the cauſe why there bee founde ſo 
many raw Doldyers when tyme of wars 
res requyꝛeth their helpe. This isp cauſe 
of ſo many vnlearned gentlemen,whych 
(as ſome ſay)they vnderſtand not y ynkes | 
hone terms thatare lately crept infoour _ 411: 
language.And no maruaple it is thoughe 11 
they do not vnderſtãd the, whe as in their "td 
owne Haukinge  Yuntyng termes they 1 
be ignoꝛaunte: as Auuent ;amd Retrouue | f 
whiche they call Houent and Retrius. 1 
Foz thele and many other termes of haws . {+ 
kynge and huntynge are taken oute of | 
the Frenche tongue, and thereby they 
palle the vnderſtandyng ol molte Falco- 
ners. Ther is aſaping emong hunters 8 
he cannot be a gentleman whyche louet 
not hawkyng and hunting, which J haue 
' | bardold wodmen wel allow as an appꝛo⸗ 
| ued fentenceamong them. The like (ay- 

| inge ts that hee cannot bee a gentleman | 
whych loueth not a dogge : and if that bee 
trew, he cũnot be a dogge that loueth not 1 

4 

| 


u gentleman. This is as great an argu⸗ 
ment to pꝛoue a gentleman, as thother be 
koꝛe rebearſed, æ both ſo ſtrong as may por 
ſible be made by the 1 ol > N | 

clerkes W _ 


* 


The inſtitucion 
But hunters ſapinges are no Coſpel, foz 
ſumtime they wil affirme & thereto binde 
an othe, that the fallowe dogge cotid the 
whyte, when as euen dede the falow came 
behind. Alehouſe arguments iopned with 
ignoꝛaunte taught men firſt to deſerne a 
gentleman by louing a dogge: not that J 
lay huntyng and haukynge is cauſe of ig 
nozaunce, but wel it may bee ſayde that to 
much haukinge and hunting is cauſe of 
neclectyng the thyngs wherunto al gen⸗ 
tlemen are inſtituted. To redzeſle theſe 
blemiſhes in vonge gentlemen , and that 
they mape better kno we whereunto they 
are oꝛdepned, theyꝛ Fathers and parents 
oughte to be moꝛe carefull in bzyngpnge 
them vp frd theyꝛ childbead, as to let him 

apply hys boke whyche is not apte foz the 
feates of armes, and to ſuffer hym to fo⸗ 
low the feates of armes, which is not apt 

to reteyue learning:and that he whych is 

not fyt foꝛ any of them both(as in men be 

fund2y natural inclynacions) to let ſuche 

one then applye other thyngs as to ſerue 
in the courts of pzpnces, to lerne langua⸗ 

ges. to ttauel and know the maner of na- 

tions, wherby commeth to a Gentleman 

greate knowledge and vnderſt * 

| ns 
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Thus ſhall anpe of thoſe ſoꝛtes be ablg 
to compare wyth hys eldeſte bzother, as 
well in knowynge what ryghte — 
is as in beyng apte to bꝛyng fozth the per 
fit fruites therof: pet may it cum ta paſſe 
that theſe daylye haukers and hunters in 
takyng ot a hauke cannnot eaſely be amẽ⸗ 
ded nepther to reclayme her, to knowe 
t,owe manpe cotes ſhee is ot, to gyne her 
a meaſurable goꝛge, to deſerne perfit in⸗ 
duing, to know when a hauke is ful ſum⸗ 
ned, to know like wiſe her diſeaſes, as the 
trape, the frounces and others, to ſelde a 
hauke, to impe her, to cope her, wyth ma- 
ny termes moe, whych thyngs and others 
knowenne, a manne mape bei a perfeite 
frood Falcotief. 

Yea there do belong many moe thynges 
onto a perfect gentleman, neuertheleſſe 
theſe paſtymes meaſurablye vſed are al- 
lowatle,and nothing ts to be blamed ther 
in but the exccNe.Etkewpſe hating in hys 
kind as to fleſh a dogge, to vncupplehoun 
ds, to folow the, to kepe fading, to blow þ 
nioꝛt, called p mote 8 retract, the chace,to 
hallow þ time. to holde:fn time, to let ſlip 
in time, ſo ought a gentlemã alſo to hunt 
in time, not at al times: as to thinke W 

* | 


The mſtutucion 
felfe that he was bozne fopleaſures, buf 
rather to p2offit , and not onely to pꝛoffpt 
btmſelfe but others alſo, As by hys knows 
ledge and wyſedom to benefit other men, 
whyche thynges are hardely bꝛoughte to 
palle by him that ſpendeth all the tyme of 
his youth tn hauking, hunting and luch o⸗ 
ther delightes, 


Ws 


9 " {By ay nt. do Jknowe 
- 8 prames of dice. But therin 
Id 42 I refer you to alitle booke 

b — << called the detection of dice- 
—4 wherin are declared thenamesof 
al kynds of dyce, c who makcth the beſte, 
and wher he dwelleth: whyche boke hath 
bern ſet fozth by ſum Payfter of that art. 
And thoughe it be named the detection of 
diceplay, wherby it ſhold ſeme todifcouer 
ſum falſe thing hidden therein, pet it is to 
be feared that diceplet hath grounded his 
bullding vpon ſo ſure foundacion, that if 
wil uot oflog time decay. But ot᷑ one thing 


Asam certapne, that this kynde of game is 


neither 


0 ofa a FI 


nepther allowable,noz hath ben bled 0! at 
lowed by our fozefathers foz any honeſte 
paſty me euenſomuth as it hath bene bla⸗ 
med e r ebuked in kinges: much lefſe then 
can it be alowed in gentlemen. And to the 
p;ofe therdf Chaucer the beautie of ours 
tongue rehearceth thele olo examples. 


Stuidon that was holden a wyſe embaſtadourt 
Was ſent ta Cozinth wyth al great ee 
Fro Calidon, to maken them allpance 
And wh2nhe came, happened this chance 
— al the greateſt that were ia that land 

Piaping at hallard he them fand, | 
hrs 14 wy as it myght be, 


As ſapd: ther — 
wl not take ou nit fo great a ſham 
oz to all ye pou to no hazardours, 
deth other wyſe ambaſſadours, 
£2 by inp truth me were leuer dye, 
Then I (hould pou to haſſardours allye; 
oꝛ pe that be ſo giozpous of honozs, g 
25 7 vp my ye propa 8 
e Dok 22. Was C 

okc eke howk king ard he, | 
2 8 4585 booke ſapth m: 


Demeratus 
inſc 
1 — 


panes 
o2 whpchhe aud 
Foz whycht ded bes gr bes renomne, 


L.02ds aro Wings fog obey mand 
None eueugh ee Se 
Fl chan 


to his countrey. 
not loſe my name, 
e, 
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Cha ucer his owne opinion. 


Daſſartzy. is very mother ot iefinges, © © * 
And ot decept and curled fox lwerynges, * ' 
Blaſphemp ot T hꝛyſt, manſjaughyter # waſpalla 
Okt batail oftymes,and other moe, 4 

It is repzofe and contrary ro honour 

Foz to beyoto a commune haſtardour: 3. 
And euer the higher that he 18 ot cltate, : 
The moze he is holden deſolate, p 

It᷑ tyat a pꝛinte do vic halardzy, 

In al governaunce and pollicp 

Me is as by commune opinion, 

Holden iclls in reputacion. 


ce a 


kynge , blamed by a Philolopher, and 
diſpzeyſed by oure father Chaucer, as a 
thyng contrary of all godnes and vertu- 
ous life. And although it be a game much 
vſed amonge noble men and gentlemen, 
pet doth it vngẽ ile them both by the thing 
it ſelfe (as HaNardozs are accompted vnho 
neſte men) and alſo foz that it vnrichethy 
lo2ds t maketh them pooze gentlemen; ff 
putteth oft tymes a Caſtle tnto a capcale, 
of old maners it buildeth new Cotagis, it 
tozneth fe {imple to fe ſingle, with other 
infinite like pꝛoperties. Then ik theſe and 
ſuch like wonderful ope racibs of diceplay 
do ſomuch delite gentlemen, p they — 

aug 
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haue the like miracles wzought vpõ them 
whych heretokoꝛe haue bene w2oughte vs 
pon others, it (mally auaileth here to open 
the miſchefes p enſue therot. But if thoſe 
gentlemen woulde foꝛzſake it whych haue 
vſrd it, if others would not learne whych 
as pet bee ignoꝛaunt in the game, thenne 
ſhould the leauers find great eaſe and the 
ignoꝛaunt great knowledge: wyſſhynge 
that diceplap among gentlemen wer tur⸗ 
ned to ſum honeſte patyme, and that the 
fauerne might haue hys righte pelded to 
hym againe, whpche vnqueit place is 
moſte fptte foz an vnquiet game. Dice⸗ 
pley is p2operlye like vnto an pupe tree, 
whiche takinge his roote vnder a ſtronge 
wall, leaueth neuer vnto ſuche tyme as it 
bath vndermyned the ſame, and diſfcoyed 
bt terlp the foundacion therok Then after 
wards when the wal is ready to fal down, 
the puye which was the cauſer of the des 
cap, holdeth vp the wall ſtil foz a tpme: 

Euen ſo the game of Dicepley when as it 
taketh hold of a richman oꝛ one that hath 
ſubſtaunce, It firſt vndoeth him vtterlp: 
thenne 8fterwardes when hee hathe ns 
moꝛe lefte, it metntapnethe him to lyue 
incaſe ofa fozlozne manne . Foz haun⸗ 
H. u. tyng 


tyng the places of gamynge, and cavſtiig 
sthers to know his ſilly ſtate , W alſo now 


much as meintepneth his mpylerabte lite. 


T be in/titucion 


and then flattering. the gamſter that win 
neth,he getteth by thys kowle meanes ſo⸗ 


The games of cheſts and Tenniſplay, bes 
cauſe thone ts an aunciente paſtyme, and 
pꝛokyteth the wit, the other verp good foz | 
the exertile of the body, meaſurably taken 
are mete ts be vſed.J meane not herein to 
allow thofe gentlem (ik any tuch therbe) 
whych haue canfumed the greateſt parte 
of their wealth at Tennis, as in plapinge 
two oz thze hundꝛed Crownes at a ſef, 8 
ſo to continewe till tho foſer doo defye the 
game. This is no playing but ptapne fat- 
lyng out from wealthe to repentaunce, £ 
finally it relieueth ſmally a gentlemans 
want to beare the name of a fafre Gam⸗ 
ſer, oꝛ to bee called a francke player, fo2 
ſuche franckenes deſerneth rather the 
name of folly,and therefoꝛe not to be vſed 
in the life ofa Gentleman. 
Shooting in the long Bowe. 


hen the Romaines had occaſton 
// 
MO LAE 
1 WH 


to ſpeake of warres, they would 
Ecal it the chieke honoz, ground, 4 
pꝛeſe ruacion of their wealth. foꝛ 

that 
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that thꝛough warres they had the grestelt 
part ot al the woꝛlde in ſubtection, and by 
that meane toke great gloꝛy in the ſame. 
In like maner whe occaſion is miniſtres 
to ſpeake of ſhoting oz archeri, we Eng⸗ 
lichmen may cal it the honour ot our coun 
tr, foꝛbecauſe thꝛough that goodly defece 
the Realm ok Englãd hath oft times wun 
great fame and vicozte,as well againſte 
our pꝛochane and nere enemies, as alſo in 
fozen warres, And it is wel kno wen that 
Engliſhmen are (and ſpecially haue ben) ß 
beſte in that feate of all other nacions in 
Europe, ſo that fo2 becauſe the honour of 
wel doing, and diſhonour of onerthzowes 
in p warres haue alwayes ſounded vnto 
gentlemen, as heds and pꝛincipal cauſers 
therof,epther to their pꝛapſe ⁊ glozve , oz 
diſpzayſe and rebuke. Therkoꝛe it ſhal be⸗ 
com al gentlemen to vſe this our Engliſh 
paſtime of ſhoting foz their greateſt game 
and diſpoꝛt. This paſtime hath in it two 
ſinguler pointes whych in no other game 
as pet coulde ener be found: that is, it ſer⸗ 
ueth both fo2 paſtime, and adefence in the 
warres. It hath ben alſo vſed of long time 
foʒ an àuncient kind of defece,as apperety 
by many hiltoztes,+ ofnone ſo well kno- 

F. iij wen 
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The inſtitucion 
wen and exerciſed as ot Englyſhe menne 
And to pꝛoue that ſhoting hath much fea 
red and annoyed old men of warre,ye ſhal 
read that in the wars betwene þ Komap- 
nes and the Parthes, the ſaide Romatnes 
wer oft diſcozaged by meanes of ſhoting, 
which feate the Parthes muche vſed, and 
wer very god archers , e pꝛeuapled off to 
the great diſcomfozt of their enemies: ſoo 
that amonge other thinges I noted a cer⸗ 
taine anſwer which one Caſſius a Roman 
captaine, made to the Arabians, who has 
uyng great knowledge in Aſtronompe t 
things touching the diſpoſicton of the hea 
uens, dyd on a certapne tyme counſel this 
Caſſius that he ſhould not take his foznep 
92 enterpziſe in hand vnto ſuch time as p 
Mone had paſſed the ſigne of Scorpio, & 
froward and dangerous ligne by their 0- 
pinſions. To whoſe counſell Caſſius 
made this aunſwere, J feare rather (ſaith 
he) the: ſigne of Sagittarius thenne J doo 


Scorpio, meaning therby that p Parthes 


oft times diſtoꝛaged the Romanyes wpth 


ſhoting, as gauling theme their hozſes to 


their great anoiaunce Moꝛeouer it is wꝛi 


ten in a french bokecalled Les ordonances 
delaguerre, that euery yog-man 8 
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te wars being of the age of. rvi{.d2 rvfif-- 
eres, chold ererciſe hymſelfe in the long 
Boe, wherby it appeareth that the french 
men wel accuſtomed in tymes paſt to the 
annotaunce of our Boes, thought good ta 
make themſelues mete in al that in them 
lyeth to vſe the ſame dekence, as able ther 
by to match vs wyth our owne feate. Vet 
how vntowardly they ſhote in compariſõ 
ot the Engliſh parſon, it nedeth not fo re 
herſe c how wel the Engliſh men can vſe 
the Harquabuſe their chiefeſt defece, it is 
alſo wel kno wen, wherok the krench naci · 
on both in Scotland x in their owne coũ⸗ 
frey haue had god experience. Mherfoze 
ik this paſtyme of ſhotyng ſhould decaye, 
whych (we map rather call a defence faz 
our country) at wer no ſmal loſſe and do⸗ 
mage to the whole Engliſh nacion, æ lpe⸗ 
cfally great diſhonour to the gentlemen 
who ought to be moſt carcful and diligent 
in the defence of their countrep, and ear⸗ 
neſtlp to labour foꝛ the p:eſernacton ther 
of and mayntepnaunce of al ſuch thyngs 
as are mete fo2 the warres, 
Furthermoze pf wer compare the 
warres of tymes paſſed wythe thoſe _ 
Whiche baue bene, ſynce the inuencion 


* 
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Io his countrep doth manyfeſtly appeare. 


T be inſtitucion 
of the Gunne, we ſhall perceiue that thb 
valiencp of mon touching right manhead 
hath bene nothing like vnto that auncient 
time. And chiefly our foꝛetathers the olde 
Bꝛytaynes did highly eſteme manhead & 
wer in dede themſelues very hardp men, 
as teſtikieth Herodianus in his third boke. 
the commetartes of Ceſer and other aun⸗ 
cient hiſtoꝛies. To tncreaſe þ knowledge 
br choting in the long Bow, One mailter 
Aſkamea learned man hath taken paines 
to ſet fozth aboke of the right ozder of ſho 
tinge, and howe to come to the perfection 
therof;which man as welfoz his learning, 
trauaile in certaine countries, and other 
his ſingnler gifts, is able to wit a Boke 
of much higher matter, ſaue that (as it ſe- 
meth) be much tendering the old gloꝛy of 
England, and ſeyng it fal to decay, labou⸗ 
red to reupue t quicken the ſame agatne, 
wher in ſo doing the loue which he oweth 


The iuſt commendacion of whych man if 
A ſhould paſte ouer, me ſemeth it might be 
called an offence, becaufe litle good can 8ᷣ 
man woozke , whiche wil not pzaiſe the 
labour of wel wozkers. by 
Ji What 
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VVhat fort of apparel is mete for gens 


| tlemen,and what order ought tobe 
bbſerued therin. 


N garments and apparel bes 
* longing to the body, thze pꝛin 

* A cipal points are to be noted: 
J be firlt that a gentlemando 
n not excede in to much coſtlya 
ray, Secondly that his garments be lem — 
and comly made, keping al wap a god mas 
ner o2 facion, Thirdly that he do weare p 
ſaine paſſing al other ſozts in cleanelines 
ſhewing therby that as a gentlema ought 
fo paſſe and ercell others in Gentlenes & 
ſobze Iyfc,fo oughte he alſo in ciuilitie of 
outward things, as in cleane wearing of 
bis garments, being therin an example to 
others of cleanelim̃es, but not of goꝛgeouſ 
nes Herein the Italyans be moſt woꝛthy 
of pꝛapſe, who be neither ouergoꝛgeouſe 
noz coſtly in their apparel, neither be they 
(as we cal it) carterlike.but vſe cleane gar 
mẽts, fine, and wel kacioned: Alſo certain 
Romans be oꝛe them were much allo wa⸗ 
ble in this pointe, euen ſo muche as their 
hiſtozpes — mẽcion of ſuch noble men 


as vled to weare ſimple t lowly re | 
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The mſtutucion 
as foꝛ example A noble Roman called La 


Lucius: cius Scipio cauſed his ſtatue oꝛ Image to 


Scipio. 


be made x ſet vp in the Capttoleof Kaine, 
and vpon the backe of the pmage was foz⸗ 
medacloke, and vppon the fete therof'a 
pep:e of flippers, becauſe Scipio in his life 
ttme vſed to weare ſuch — apparell. 


Lucius Apkewpſe Lucius Cilla an Emperoure 


thought it not dyſhonoure tohys Gentry 
to walke openly in the ſfreats of Naples 
wering vpon his backe a mantle, and on 
bys fete a paire of ſlippers. 

Mozeouer M. Cato pretor, M. Scaurius 
and others vſed al wapes to weare ſimple 
apparel, bepng themſelues men ok hyghe 
uuthozitpe and eſtimacion. Alſo Cirero 
wꝛiteth certapn pꝛeceptes touching appa 
rel, whych are neyther to exceade in coſt⸗ 
Ip arap, neither to weare wylde noz PMon⸗ 
ſterous ſoztcs of garmentes, noꝛ to haue 
them rude oꝛ carterlike:but a meaſure as 
wel to be kept herein, as in al other thin⸗ 
ges. Furthermoꝛe it is ſafd that matter of 
reco2d as pet doth remaine, bearing wits 
neſſe of a certayne kinge of Englande 
which cauſed his doublets tobe halfe ſfoc 
ked wyth fo2zeſtenes of veluet, called in 
1 21 dayes poignettinge of a wen ee 

pt 
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whych(me ſemeth) was a goodly example. 
And as it is to be thought that the kynge 
was able to haue boughte hym a whole 
doublet of veluet,fo2 it is to be feared that 
ſum ther be whych are vnable to vſe their 
goꝛgesus apparel with long continuaitce 
So that wher this Emyerour,this king ex 
theſe other noble men befoze rehearſed, 
thoughte no ſcozne to weare ſimple appa- 
rel,lyned with vertue, what diſhonoz the 
ſoundeth to thoſe gentle which were pzin 
cely garments furred wpth folly : A folly 
J ſape it is to conſume and ſpende that in 
deckyng the body of one man whych may 
bee better beſtowed to the p2ofyte of ma⸗ 
ny, and to the reliefeof a greater nombze, 
then are mentained by the making of one 
mans garments. The ſum of C. pound is 
not to bee accompted in theſe dapes to ber 
beſtowed of apparell fo: one gentleman, 
but in times paſta Chamblet gowne was 
a garment whych dwelt with an Elqupꝛe 
of England twentye yeres. 

Then flo2yſhed the laudable cimplict- 
tie of Englande, thenne were wer cons 
queroures, and not ſcollers , applytage 
dure mpndes to leairne euer newe 14 ; 
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The En kel in weryng our apparel, The Engliche 
Sus. man chaungeth dally the facton of his gar 


manp as be in the raine bow, he foloweth 


gliſhman, that is to ſay, they neuer chaug 
but zepe al wapes one faction in their gar⸗ 
mentes:whych conſtancp compared 9 
| 8 


T he in ſtikucion 


mentes, ſumtime he delighteth in manye 
gardes, weltes, pinckes and pounces,ſum 
time agapne to the contrarp, hee weareth 
\ Hts garments as pleyn as a ſacke, yet fay- 
eth he not to chaizg alſo that plainenes it 
any other new fangle be inuented:this is 

the vanttie of his delite. 

The Frenchman deliteth in coloures ſo 


| 
| 
| 


chfefly the Peacocke in his freſhnes, and 
vſeth agletes,ftuddes,perles,emb2odery, 
coloꝛs vpon to loꝛs, with pincks and races 
infinite. 

Lhe Spanyard ercedeth with the mot 
and paſſeth the bonds of meaſure in coſt⸗ 
Iy aray,wherin it cannot be tuſtly ſapde þ 
hee ſtandeth excu lable, but runneth into 
vanitie emonge the reſt, 

The Dutchemanne and the Tance⸗ 
knyghte thoughe they abounde in manye 
tagges, cuttes, and ſuperfluous ſloppes, 
pet in an other poynte they are pꝛapſe 
wo2thye, and differ muche from the En⸗ 


of a Gentleman: 
the vanitie of their cuftes, they are lei 


to be blamed thẽ any other nations befoze 


reherced. And wheras the frenchman bea⸗ 
reth in his apparel a face of pꝛide, the Spa 
niard blame woꝛthy foz to much coltlye as 
ray, and the Duchman a ſpoyler of ich 
cloth, al theſe may truely ſay agapne that 
dayly new facioning e changing of appa⸗ 
rel betokeneth incon ſtãcp, and wanering 


of mind, whych thing is a great blemiſhs 


to the honour of a nentleman.Therfoze if 
J were wozthye to pꝛeſcribe an o2der in 
wearing of garmentes,he whych leaueth 
coſtly ar ape, and vſeth comblye apparell, 


wel facioned, folowing the righte oꝛder p 


a gentleman oughte koꝛ to dwe, ſuche one 
ſhould in that poynt be moſt commended; 
whyche thynge if it were once bzought to 
paſſe,and the commoditte therof perfectly 
knowne, I thinke all genflemen woulde 
eaſelp contente themſelues therewythe, 
and leaue ryche and pꝛyntelpe apparell 
tobe wozne of ponge pꝛynces whoſe age 
and nobilyty agreeth therwyth,in whom 
alſo no excefſeis allowed, 


Of honour and worſhip. 
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Moꝛſhip God, and honour thy father and 


wzyptrng, vet ſhould he obſerue the oz dꝛe 


The inſtitucion 


Athoughe in oure Englyſh 
tongue we vle this woozde 
8 Honor towards no ſoꝛts of 
W perſons put vnto menne of 
=> greate dignitie, as to Du⸗ 


; ken; Ertes-lozdes;and ſach lyke of hyghe 


eſtate, attributing this wozd wozſhtp' vn- 
to the title of knpghts, Eſqupers and gen 
tlemen, pet as me ſemeth there is no diffe 
rence bet wene honour and wo2ſhyp tou⸗ 
ching the ryghte Ethimologie of the woz⸗ 


des: whychs ik ther choulde be, J woulde 


thinke this woꝛd woꝛſhip rather to be the 
greater, foꝛ it ſoundeth in our language. 


mother. Thus we ſe that wozſhyppe is 
ryghtly placed towards God, honour to 
wards the parentes. But hereof J wyl 
not ſtand, knowyng that we mape aſwel 


ſay: honour God and wozſhyp thp paren- 


tes It ſemeth alſo that we bozow thys 
wo2d honour eyther of the french woozde 
Honeur, oz els to be the latin woꝛde Ho- 
nor, Then if a man ſhould w2ite vnto the 
woꝛſhipful Lozd and hononrable Eſquire 
though he ſhould bꝛeake cammon o2der of 


of 


of aGentleman: * 
ok true wꝛytinge. And by thys meanes a 
Gentleman may be called honourable as 
wel as a Lo2de,foz no other thynge ts hos 
nour then a wozthynes in a manneby the 
whyche he oughte to be honoured foz hys 
vertues lake And J thinke no man canne 
by reaſon denye but it becommeth a gentle 
man to be as verfuous, and to haue in him 
as god condicions as a Lo2de: whych vers 
tue appeareth in al men th2onghe the mi⸗ 
nyſtracion of their h oneſties, where by 
they deſerue to be called honourable. 
And therefoꝛe neither is a Lozd wozthp of 
honour, noꝛ a getlema wozthy of wozthip, 
vnleſle ſuch a loꝛd oꝛ gentlemã be honetE. 
Foztrue honoꝛ tobe his firſt beginning of 
honeſtie, which is the fruyt of vertue and 
wel doing: no other thing is honour the 
the ſound oꝛ Trumpet ot honeſtie, which 
1 bloweth fozth into the eares of others the 
tame and repoꝛt of him whych is honeſte, 
and therby ſuch one is called Honourable, 
| that is to ſay, woꝛthye of honoure foz hys 
vertues ſake. And that whych we cal woz 
ſhyppe and wozſhtpful, other nations doo 
cal honoure and honourable, pet herein is 
to be vnderſtande that 'one an 


T he mſtitucion 


is greater then an other, and bothe called 
honour,learning this of Cicero, in þ firſt 
booke of his offices, who pꝛoueth one ho- 
neiti to be greater then an other:and both 
called honeſt. Then it may be well ſayd p 
one honoure is greater then an other, ta⸗ 
kyng both their beginnyng of honeſty: as 
to tall that honoure greater whyche is in 
higher powers, then the honour of a pꝛy⸗ 
nate Gentleman,as appearethby the woz 
des of Cicero. placet igitur potiara eſſe na- 
ture ea officia que excom munitate, quã ea 
que ex cognitione ducantur. That is to 
ſape, J thynke þ myniſtrations of iuſtyce 
to be greater and moꝛe wozthye vnto na⸗ 
kure then the offices of wyſedome, Thus 
he pꝛoue that to be iuſt it is honeſt, and to 
be wyſe it is alſo an honeſt thing, neuer⸗ 
theleſle greater is iuſtyce the wiſedom by 
his opininion, and other. Grounding both 
their foundacion ot honeſtie. Honour fal- 
leth to no man by diſcent, no man can in⸗ 
tayle honoure ts hys hepzes males, he 
whych enfeofeth a man in lands and poſs 
ſeſlions, cannot ther with geue vertue vn 
to hym, wythout the whych no man can⸗ 
be rpghtfully called honourable, = | 
N er 
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of a Gentleman 
T hetekoze to attepgne vnto vertue, all 
gentlemen ought erneſtlpe to labour and 
to ſfkryue emonge themſelues whyche of 
them map excel other therin,whych ſtrife 
is called Sine acerbitate contentio, 4 cons 1115 
tention oz (rife wher in there is no hurt -;__ -. "8 
oꝛ diſpleaſure . That gentleman therfoze Of. i. 
whiche loueth vp2ightnes in all his doin⸗ 
ges, whyche ſeketh to extell others in va⸗ 
liency of armes, in knowledge, and dexte⸗ 
ritie in all honeſt thinges, doth not onely 
deſerue the name, but alſo the eſtimation 
of an honourable gentleman. 


To reade Hyſtories & to 


auoyde Idlenes. - 


Sone vertue bzingeth in an other 
| ſo one vice nouriſheth his lyke 
Pꝛide ingendzeth enupe, and pdle- 
nes is an enterance into luſt, Enup cau⸗ 
ſeth the ablent to be backebyted, as in tal⸗ 
kyng of hys ly ke oz her behauoure, Adle⸗ 
nes is the Pyſtres of want on appetites, 
and poztres of luſtes gates:foz no manne 
entreth into the pallace of Luft, vnles he 
be firſt let in by Jdlenes: who atter a man 
be entred the bzyngeth him ſtrapgt waye 
Gi. puto 


The inſtitucion 


Lnto the p2zelence of Luſf, Whiche Ladpe 
vſeth him lo dilicately, that pt he were at 
his entraunce à ryche man, befaze he des 
parteth ſhe maketh him pooze, if he be 
poꝛe at his firſte acquatntaunte: (he then 
ſtyzreth hym up to ſeke lewde meanes to - 
wardes the matntenaunce of hys parſone 
in her Courte:foz wyth out crpences,and 
coſtly array,no mans pzeſence in Luſtes 
court is acceptable. She ts a bapte foz 
mannes kragilitie and weakenes, accozs 
dyng to the ſatpng of Tully in his boke of 


Cicero de old age: Diuinus enim Plato eſcam malo- 


D2nece + rum appellat voluptatem, qula ea capiun- 


tur homines vt hamo piſces. The diuine 
Philoſopher Plets (ſayeth he) calleth luſt 
the bayte of milchefes. becauſe menne are 
1 taken therwyth,eut as fyſhes are caught 
_ dia with a Poke, Df zdlenes, Herodian Wzi⸗ 
teeth this example. He ſapth there was vp⸗ 
pon a tpme in Rome a ſtpꝛre and vpꝛoze 
in the Cytie, whiche grew ſodapnlpe vn⸗ 
to a Cyuill commotion emonge the peo⸗ 
ple. Commodus then kepng Tinperoure 
of the Romans who knew nothyng there- 
of nepther was there any man that durſt 
declare the matter vnto hym foz feare ot 
one Cleander , aman whom the Empe⸗ 
rour 


RC cy ] w ˙ 1 ẽ,!, 


of a Gentleman 

raur moft effemed: whiche terrible edolo- 
Tous caſe a certain woman called, Fodillo 
ſiſter to Comodus, did perceiue:and pon⸗ 
dering the daunger therof,ſhe went vnto 
the Emperour ,and in lamentable wyle 
apparelled lyke a mozner with her heare 
hanging tattered about her ſhoulders, ſhe 
fel down to the ground befoze the Empe⸗ 
Tour his fete, t ſpake vnto him theſe woz- 
des. Tu quidẽ o princeps orium agitans & 
omnium que gerantur ignarus, in extremo 
pericu lo verſaris, nos autem ſanguis tuus 
pro pemodum occidimus:that is to ſap: O 
Pꝛince thou leadyng an ydlelyfe t bepng 
ignoꝛaunt how thinges ſhoulde be gouer⸗ 
ned, ſtandeſt in great parill, and we that 
be of thy blaud are like to peryſhe oute of 
hande , Thus when we ſ& that a woman 
was ſo boulde to rebuke an Emperoure 
both of his idlenes and ignozaunce. 

J doubte not then but (without offence) 
one man mape deſper an other to auopde 
theſame. And lyke as the Emperour toe 
thys rebuke in good parte at a womans 
hande , ſo mape it ſtande as an example 
wherby gentlemen may learne to beſtow 
their contented eares in hearyng their vi⸗ 
ces ſometyme rebuked. Therfoz to anopd 


G. it, thys 


The inſtitution 

this blenipſhe of idlenes, whiche defaceth 
vtterly the lyfe of gentlemen, it behoueth 
the alwapes to be otcupyed, and although 
there wante ſumetpme mete occacion of 
coꝛpoꝛall erercyſe, yet the mynde of man 
mape be occupped muth to the increaſe of 
hys knowledge and vnderſtandyng: wher 
inthere can be nothynge moze mæte foz 
gentlemen then the readpng of hiſf9:ies, 
a moſt excellent and laudavle exerciſe fo: 
them, euen ſomuche as hiſtoꝛpes are tal⸗ 
led the bokes of kynges and Pꝛinces, bes 
cauſe vnto rulers of this earthe the know 
lege of hiſtoꝛies is moſt p2ofitable,and ve 
ry neceſſary to be read of all thoſe whyche 
beare office and authozitp in the commun 
wealth. Siculus affirmeth that the ree- 
ding of hiſtoꝛies is to pounge men moſte 
pꝛoffitable, foꝛ becauſe by the they learne 
the righte inſtitution of their lines, 4 that 
by meanes of readynge lundꝛpe thynges 
their wittes are made equal with their 

elders that haue gone befoꝛe them . 
Moꝛeouer he ſateth that it maketh pꝛiuate 
men woꝛthy to becom rulers ouer others, 
it pꝛouoketh Capitaines in the warres to 
ſeke immortal gloꝛp thꝛoughe their woz- 
thye deedes,it maketh Soldiers moze 5 
new 
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of a Gentilman 


neff to enter info perilles fo2 the defence 
of their country, by reaſon of the laud and 
fame that is neuen vnta men after theyz 
deathe, and alſo it feareth euill diſpoſed 
men, and maketh them oſttimes rekraine 
from doing of miſchiete by reaſon of the 
ſhame that commeth therof , regeſfred in 
hiſtozies to their dichonoure. In hiſtozies 
are to be learned manpe moꝛall leſſons tg 
the vnderſtanding of thinges paſt, the oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe of thinges pꝛeſent. By them we lerne 
to knowe howe pzinces and rulers of thys 
woꝛlde haue paſſed their liues, as ſum ge⸗ 
uen to knowledge of ſciences, ſume to ſe 
tuſtice truelpe executed, other geuen to 
pitie, others to peace, quvetnes, and care 
of the commune wealthe, 

Therfo2e to incozage noble hearfes to 
reade their doynges by whiche they maye 
be moned to do wo2thy dedes, and auopde 
the contrarpe,) here are rehearted ſume 
b:tef examples, as well of good and godly 
pꝛinces as of euell and vicious rulers, ge⸗ 
uyng them therby a dilicious taſte of god 
thinges belongvnge to the knowledge of 
noble men. thꝛoug i pteaſure whereot᷑ by 
readynge ot hiſtoꝛies they maye increaſe 
the wiſdo mes, as Alexander Magnus dyd 

G ui. wha 


The inſtitucion 


who bſed alwayes to carrpe with hym the 
woozkes of Homer, and Scipio the lyfe of 
Syrus, with diners other noblemen, why⸗ 
che vſed to reade hiſtoꝛies as apertit man 
to ſharpen their wittes and increaſe their 
knowledges. 


Examples of pitie. 


Sl us the firſte kynge of the 
berſians was a molt tule x 
Msgodlpe pꝛynce, he vſed in all 
Jyis dopnges great wiſdome 
Hand ſobzietie:and emonge o⸗ 
tber hys noble dedes, thys 
one erample of pytie is to be noted. At 
happened that one Creſus a verpe ryche 
kyng made warres agaynſt Syrus, t with⸗ 
out iuſte cauſe inuaded hys Countrep. 
Syrus then after at the aſſpege of a Citie 
called Sardis. twke thys Creſus pzpſoner : 
and if was determined that Creſus ſhould 
haue been burnte to death foz his offence, 
Pet this good kyng Syrus moued fo pitye 
by certain woꝛdes whiche Creſus ſpake in 
the place of erecucton, at ſuche tyme as he 
ſhonld haue dyed, beyng alſo of hys owne 
nature a pitifull Pꝛince, and ſoone mo⸗ 


ued to mercie, he repeled and called backe 
againe 


of a Gencleman 


agaſne this Creſus(whiche was ſometime? 


a mightie kynge) foꝛ Syrus remembzynge 
that he himlelle was but a man, and that 
he might ſtand nedefull of the helpe of o⸗ 

ther men euen as Creſus fode nedefall 
at his mercy at that pꝛeſent, he thervpon 
koꝛgaue Creſus his death, and clerely pars 
doned his offence:t had him in great eſti⸗ 
macion, and vſed his counſell afterwards 
in many wayghtye matters. Xenophon 
* wpyteth that thys kynge Syrus vſed offtts 
mes to (ape thele wozdes, - 

Cuen as it is luckpe to ſaile with god 
men vpon the ſea, ſo it is a moſte happpe 
thynge to haue to doe wyth good men ep⸗ 
ther in war res oz matters ot peace in the 
commune wealth, 


Of Iuſtice. 


2 thꝛoughe out all the wozld, x as 


men know he was a moſt noble coqueroz,- 


lo loued he lerned men t was himſelk ler⸗ 
ned. He was ſcholer to Ariſtotle p. famous 
Philoſopher, he vſed alla much pity tows 
ardes his enemies as teſtikieth Q Curtis, 

5 2 G. iii. Atanus 
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The inſtitucion 


Arianus,and others, whiche wꝛite of hyg 
derdes. And one thing moſt notable he ac⸗ 
cuſtomed foꝛ to do, whych is an inftructia 
to all pꝛinces and rulers whiche haue to 
doo in matters of iudgement. Bow often 
ſo euer there was compleynt made vnto 
hrm of anye wꝛonge don, he wauld to the 
partie whyche complapned harken wpth 
one eare, his other eare he woulde ſtoppe 
with his hand meanyng by this, to kepe 
Allo one eare in ſtoze to heare thother par 
ty dekendant, and therbp after ſuche tyme 
as he had hearde both parties, he equally 
miniſtred iuſtice vnto them, which is the 
p2incipell pointe that belongeth to the ol⸗ 
900 of a kyng. 


Of wyſdome. 


Fter the daies of Alexander the 
LANE greate, cc lxxx. peares oz nere 
7 JAN Ither vpon the Nomanskloziſhed 
and became famouſe in thys 
wozldc:emong the were theſe good Em- 
perours, Vaſpaſianus the. xv. Emperoure 
was a moſte ſobze wyſe and well learned 
Pꝛynte: therunto he was alſo ver ye well 
* reltozed agayne vnto the citie 
of Roms 
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of a Gentilman, 


of Nome many goodly old lawes and ſta⸗ 
futes whtch were decayed, 


Of Gentlenes. 


Is ſonne Titus was a Pꝛince of 
g molt gentle nature, who vnder⸗ 
‚ 1625 ſtanding on a time that certaine 
| © his enempes conſpired agapnſt 
him and pꝛetended his death, he called thẽ 
vnto his pꝛeſente and will ed them moſte 
gentlely to leaue of their malicious pur⸗ 
poſe, ſaping vnto them that they laboured 
in vayne epther to meane him hurt, oꝛ to 
ſeke his Emptre:fozbicauſe the gouerne⸗ 
mentes of kyngedomes are geuen vnto 
Pꝛinces in this earth from God aboue. 


Of vprightnes. "vt 
T anwam was an vp2yaht Pꝛinte, Trahte | 


aid a man ſo wel beloved of the peo 
ple that thct deſfred alwafes to haue 
emong them his like in god gouernaũce. 
Chis Emperour of a tyme when he gaue 
charge and authozitie to a certapne ruler 
called emong the Romans perfectus, He 


delinered a lwerde in to the hande of that 
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The inſtitution 
officer, ſaping vnto him theſe woꝛds: Uſe 
this ſwerd againſt my enemies in all tult 
and lawfull cauſes, and if J my ſelfe doe 
any wꝛong, thzuſt me thozough the body 
therwith. 
Of learnyng, 


Drianus was a Pꝛince very well 
learned, he was excellently ſene in 
Aſtronompe, he made euerp peare 
vnto him ſelte a Pzonoſticatio he put out 
of authoꝛity blind Clerkes which bare the 


names of learned men, and were in dede 


not learned . Yet of his charitie, he gaue 
vnto the yearly liuinges by way of pentiq 
becauſe they ſhould not want, but be able 
to defende the ſharpe aſſaultes of: pouer⸗ 
okt annnoped. 
Of peace. 

A uen fo peace t tranquilitie, euen fo 

much as he vſed to {ape theſe woꝛ⸗ 
uari, quã mille hoſtes occ1d1, that is to ſay: 
It is better moꝛe honourable to an Emo 
kept, thẽ a * and enemies to be 1 
nd 


tye, wherwyth manpe honeſt menne arg 

Nthonius pius was a pꝛynce all ge⸗ 
des. Honeſtius eſt a Cefare vnum Ciuẽ ſer- 
perour that one Citizen ber pꝛeſerued and 


of a Gentilman. 


And as theſe were god Pzfnces and 
gouernours of right inſtitution, ſo were 
there other vicious men ſuche as in them 
had no good inclinacion, but of noughtye 
led lyues reteyued ſhamefull endes 2 — 11 
foz example. = |. 


Cf drunkennes. 


Ambiſes was the ſecond of the Pars 
liens ſon to the good kynge Syrus 
befoze rehearſed , This Cambiſes 
was both a man laughter t adzunkarde; 
he mo2dered hys owne bother called 
Smardis,and put to death his ſiſter fo2 re- 
pꝛouing the ſapd murdze whiche he had in 
his bꝛother commptted. Df his dzunken⸗ 
nes this is a notable example. One ol the 
chicfe counſellers vnto thys kynge was 
called Prexaſpes who on a time ſayd vnto 
Cambiſes that he was akynge very well 
beloued emonge his ſubiectes, ſaue that 
they noted muche in him the vice of dzun- 
kennes. Cãbiſes called herupon his chiefe 
nobles of hys Realne vnto his pꝛeſence, 
and whe they were aſſembled together, he 
aſked of the if there were any greate vyte 
noted in him. To whiche demaunde the 


Cibiſles, 


The inſtitution 
noble men anſwered no, but that they ra⸗ 
8 thought him equall with his father 

Sirus. Hereupon the noble men departed, 
and Cambiſes immediatly after ſent foz 
Pzerafpes befoze ſaid, commaudypng that 
be ſhoulde bzinge with hym hys rongeft 
ſonne , purpoſyng that he wozlde p2one 
how fobze a dede he coutd do in his dzun⸗ 
kennes,and that he(bcyng dzunke) wolde 
ſhote at this child as at a marke, ſo that if 
he were able to cleaue the child he myght 
then thinke with hym ſelfe that erceſſe ol 
d2tnke could not take a wape his wyttes, 
and fo thereby ta vſe dzunkenneſſe laws 
fully enoughe. But to purpoſe , when Ci- 
biſes had dzunke his foll, this childe ſon to 
Prexaſpes was ſet vpbefoze hym as hys 
marke whofe body the king ſhot thzough, 
and cloue the harte of the child in twaine: 
Then alter that, he cauſed the harte to bee 
rypped out of the bodye, and ſhewed it ta 


hym if the chuldes harte was not cunnin⸗ 
gly clone, and whervpon he thought him 
to be a dꝛunkarde. The ende ol Cambiſes 
was thys:he bepnge vpon hoꝛſebacke. bis 
ſwerde fell oute of the ſheathe the popnct 
vywarde, and after (ell he vpon the m_ 
6 
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Prexaſpes father to the childe,aſkynge of 
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of a Gentleman. 
and ſo thꝛuſte thzoughe the bodye, thera 
with he dyed. 


Tyranny, 


N Ero lykewyſe the ſirt Emperour bf Nets: 


Rome was a molt greuous and hoz- 

rible Tyꝛã. He kylled his mother x 
cauſed her wobe to be ryppen opt, that he 
thereby might ſe in what place of her bel⸗ 
iy he iape. He kylled alſo bis wyke + put to 
death his Scholemaſter Seneca, and at the 1 
laſt he moꝛdered him ſelle. lt 


Of Carnall luſt. 


= Aligula the fourthe Emperour of 

Rome was a man ſo much geuen to 

luſt of the bodye, that he ſpared not 
his owne bloud, but knew al his ſiſters in 
carnalitie:his ende was this. Ye was 
ſla, ne by one ot hysowne offycers in the 1 
warre. R i 
Of cuill intent. Ih! 


T O theſe in vicious liuing, Commo- 


Caligula 


dus mape be well compared: he was * 


ſonne to the wiſe Emperour Antho 
nius Philoſophus, and ſucteded him in the 
Empire. 
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The inſtitucion 


deathe certayne whoſe names he put in 
wꝛitpng befoꝛe, emong the whiche he no⸗ 
ted one called Electus, an other Letus, the 
third called Martia (hys Concubine ſhee 
was.) This wꝛitinge was carted out of p 
Emperoꝛ his chambꝛe by a child, whome 
he vſed alwates foꝛ to haue in his pzelence 
fo: his paſtime, And by chaunce the childe 
bꝛought the ſame w2yghttnge to the han⸗ 
des ol Mertia: who knowing the hand wi 
ting ol Comodus, t ſaw the matter therin 
pꝛetended her death and others , ſhe ſhe⸗ 
wedy ſame wꝛighting to Letus 4 Electus, 
befoze named, who all togethers agreed 


that Martia ſhould poiſon the Emperour.. |. 


After this apointment(ſoſone as ſhe ſaw 
her time) he bꝛought dꝛincke vnto Como 
dus wherein ſhe hadde put popſon. This 
dꝛinke he recetued and d2ancke theſame, 
wherupon he fel into an extreme vomite. 
Martia then fearinge þ the poiſon would 
not take effect, told her complices Le:us c 
Electus, howe the thinge wzought. They 
then fearing leſt theis deedes might come 


to light, hyzed one called Narciſcus to kill 


the Emperour. This Narciſcus the accoz- 


diagly entered into the chambze of ow 
us 


of a Gentleman. 1 
dus, ànd by koꝛce ſtrangled him to deathe. n 
This was the ende of Comodus the. xviii. 
Emperoure of Rome who (as Herodian 
ſaieth) Totam vite rationem ſtudus fediſ- 
fimis contaminauit, That is to ſaie: e des 
filed al the courſe ofhis life withmolt kil⸗ 
tap tudies and deuices. 

Of inſt reuerence taken 
for murdre, | 
Nthonius Baſſianus was a bluddpe Baſſian? 
I p:ince,a man that tooke pleaſure c 
 * delfghte in murd2e,his intent was 
to haue bꝛought to paſſe that certaine phi⸗ 
ſictons Gould haue killed his father Seue- 
rus, who beyng an olde man was oft ſycke 
in ſuche ſoꝛte that he was genen ouer ta 
Phyſicke. This Baſſianus kylled his bꝛo⸗ 
ther Geta, lying in his mothers lap:he ma 
ried his ſtepmother, ⁊ put to deathe a cer⸗ 
taine manne of law called Papinianus bes 
canſe he wold not ercuſe the murdze whi⸗ 
che he in his bꝛother Geta had committed. 
Foz Papinianus made vnto him this an⸗ 
lwerttt is moꝛe eaſy(ſatd he) to do a mur⸗ 
dꝛe the to excuſe murdꝛe once committed. - 
Thus as baſſianꝰ killed others ſa was he hi 
ſelf vily moꝛthered as an end of his lit an⸗ 
ſwering toy quality of his fozmer * 
. * oz 


The inſtitution 
Fo? one Marcinus hired a ſoldier called 


Marcialis to kyll the ſapde Emperour in 


this maner followpng.Ye ſhall vnderſtaͤd 
that this Martialis was a man alwayes 


nere vnto the Emperour his parſon. And 


on a tyme this Anth. Baſſianus, goyng to 
viſit the Temple et Luna whiche ſtode a 
tertein ſpace out of the Citie Carris(wher 
then Anthonius lap)and being in the field 
going to wardes the Temple he commaũ⸗ 

ded all his company wölch went with him 
to ſtand fur ot, and ſum what alofe from 


his parſone, by reaſon he was moned fo do 
the naturall offices of his body. Marcialis 


then ! who diligently watchedericry houre 
to do his feate) parceiuing the emperour 
to be all alone, ran ſodainelp vnto him as 
though he had bene called by ſume becke 
to ſce 02 heare ſum thing:and fo comming 
behynd the Emperour( who was putting 
downe his hoſe) he ſtrate him thozough 
the body with a dagger whych he b2zought 
tloſelv hidden with hym fo2 the purpoſe. 
And thus Anthonius trycken fell dove 
ſodainly to the earth, and ſo immediately 
byed, 

Thus we maye perteiue by theſe erã⸗ 


ples and _ other, how that the rulers 
of this 
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. *. 
bf a Gentleman 
dfthis earth haue gone befoze bs qreatlye 
to our cofozt and tommoditie, ſum in the 
right way whom al men ought to follow; 
eſpetielly gouerno2szgentleme and ſuch 
as be men of p2ice and eſtimacion. Others 
dur fozefathers haue gone the wzong and 
fo2bydden waye, whole fte ſteppes they 
ought to anoyd This ſheweth vnto vs the 
happines of oure age, in that we maye be 
warned by the deedes of other men , e ga⸗ 
ther fruict both or their good and euill ly⸗ 
nes: as in following thone, and anoyding 
the other. So that it ſemeth in this pointe 
we be moze happye and in better ſtate th? 
dur elders wer:foz nothyng ſo many exã⸗ 
ples haue gone befo2e our auncefours by 
whiche they myght haue directed their ly⸗ 
ues.1Befoze vs have paſled all antiquities 
ſince the creation of the woꝛld, al Ponar⸗ 
chies, all ſtates of commune wealthes, all 
Emperours and kinges, all batelles with 
their victozies, who conquered, and who 
did loſe, what Pꝛinces haue reigned haps 
pely and whoſe reignes haue not ben pꝛo⸗ 
ſperdus. Then ik we want wit epther in 
ciuill pollicy oꝛ matters of ware, if wa 
know not the kit te e vſe of thynges tous 
ching the ozdze of this * n 
in 
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at the kirſte become Gentle, to what thin⸗ 


' elders, Foz whychecaule ſpeake vnto 


The inſtitucion 
in p gouernaũce ot our ſelues, oꝛ of othet᷑s 
what can we elles fuſtely accuſe but oure 
owne ſluggiſhnes,hauinge ſo benefictall 
pꝛedeceſſours who like carefull fathers of 


their poſteritie, haue lefte behind them all 
ſciences to oure inſtruction. To keepe vs 


e 


in vnitie of a commune welthe they lekte 


vnto vs their lawes, oꝛdenaunces and de⸗ 
crees, by thepꝛ great labours ſaught out, 
not by vs inuented. Net though we nether 
be noz haue bene Authoꝛs of ſo pzecious 
thinges mete foz the lyfe of man, lette vs 
at the leaſt applie our ſelues (in all that in 
vs lyeth to foltoſde the good and whole 
ſom thinges which are by theim deuiſed. 


And. thus 4 dꝛawe too the ende of thys 


Boke, wherein (ſo well as in me lpeth) 1 
haue wavtten the Inſtitucion of a Gentle 
man :declarynge therein how menne dyd 


ges they oughte to applpe ther m ſelucs, 
howe they ſhould be pꝛoffitable in a com⸗ 
mune weelth to klo arogancpe and pide, 
to embzace humanitie and gentlenes, 

whycye thynges are here wꝛitten to tye 
pꝛoffyt of yang gentlemen, rather then 
that J will take in hande to inſtructe my 
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of a Gentilman. 


aged gentlemen as an erozter, deſirynge 


theim to cal to remembꝛaunce the tauva- 
ble ſymplicitie of their elders. cal it ſims 
plicitie, not that oure elders manted wit, 
but becauſe they vſed ſynglenes in their 
doynges, they meddled no further thẽ gen 
tlemen behoued, they ſerched nothing but 
their owne, they purchaſed loue and lfacd 
quietly thereon, they eſtemed muche the 
precious Margarit called Amor plebis , 
they affy2med it tobe aſmuche wozthe as 
all thepꝛ landes and pofleſlions. | 
Therkoze pf any Gentlemen haue made 
eſcape, and paſſed the marke of meaſure 
ſet vp by their auncitours, I wyſhe them 
to amende the ſame in beyng their owne 
acculers, ſo ſhal they make good that whis 


che befoze ſtode amys , and nothynge dee 


offended with their pꝛomoters. To whom 
the ſayinge ol Marcus Anthonius philo- 
ſophus femeth to be a lellon very pzofita- 
ble, bo lping vpon hys death bed callod 


his ſonne Commodus and other his fren- Herodig 


des about hym ,and vnto them he made a 
godly o2ation; wherin among other thin- 
ges wozthy of remembꝛaunce he ſpeake 
vnta them theſe wazdes. Nepther lyeth it 
in the ſfrength of money fo fulfill the de⸗ 
H. iii. ſpze 
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The inſtitution 


ſpꝛe ok an euil pzince nether can his Gars 
des of men dekend his parſon, vnleſſe the 
people ouer whom he ſhall reygne do ge⸗ 
ue to him their louyng hartes. Bereby it 
appeareth that pt loue be a thinge ſo nede 
full foz pzinces,howe muche moꝛe ſhall it 
pꝛofit gentlemt to be wel beloued of their 
Saluſt, neighbours:? The like ſapinges alſo ſpake 
22 Miſipſa kyng of the Pumidians, who ly⸗ 
inge at the potnct of death called vnto him 
his two ſonnes Aſdrubal, and Hyempſal, 
and taught vnto them theſe two leſſons, 
wherof thone is this. Nepther handes of 
men noꝛ great ryches are the defence of a 
Realme,but faythful and louyng frendes, 
which nepther are to bee won with ſtrong: 
hand, no: to be bought with gold yet with 
vp2ightnes and doyng of duties they map 

be obtapned. 
1 Here we may ſe that many krendes ar 
great riches, accoꝛdynge to the olde pꝛo⸗ 
uerbe reherſed by Tully, Amicus eſt op- 
tima ſuppellex. That is to ſap: a frende is 
the beſt houleholde ſtuffe that thou canſte 
haue. Thother of the kings ſapinges was 
this. In all matters of tryfe and contro⸗ 
uerſie, he whyche is the rycher man doth 
ſeme to doe wꝛonge vnto the other, als 


though 
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of aGentilman 


though enen deede he haue the Wongs 
done vnto hym.Theſe two leſlons þ king 
taught vnto his ſones,as a careful father 
of their welfare, Wherof he firſt learneth 
them to purcheſſe Frendes, Thother ta 
loue quietneſſe : and ſo to all Gentlemen 
they are in like maner two neceſſarpe pꝛe 
ceptes: fo as lone is great ryches ,ſo if a 
Gentleman haue to doe in mafters of des 
bate with one 5 is his inferſoz in power, 
and though at his handes the gentleman 
haue the wzong (as ſeldome it cometh ſo 
to paſſe) pet it wilbe nopſed in the Cuntry 
that the gentleman doth the wzong vnto 
the other,becauſe he hath matter againſte 
one that is weaker the htmſelfe, and ſuch 
one that is not (as they ſave) able toe cope 
with a gentleman. Therefoze Jleaue to 
pour remembꝛaunces theſs thꝛe notable 
leſſons befo2e reherced,thone taught by a 
moſt wyſe and great learned Philoſopher 
being Emperour of Rome,thother twog 
by a kvng,to the great vtilitie and p2offff 
of thoſe gentlemen that will followe the⸗ 
ſame. It ſtandeth therfoze in the duties of 
euere gentleman to honoure the names 
of theyz wyle fozefathers and pzediceſ- 
ſours,foz that by the ozdze — they? lyues 
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The inſtitution 
and by their woozkes at this dape in wits 
ting, all gentlemen mape doo them ſelues 
muthe pꝛoffit, and gather thereof a doub- 
ble benefit:thone in knowynge the euell, 
thother in followyng the good. 6 
Foz as wel map we be warned fo auoyde 


falling into a dyche by him which is falne 
therin, as by him who wiſely eſcaped the 


daunger of falling, and fooke better hade 


in ſetting his fete. Applye your ſelues to 
be lyke vnto good men and vnliyke to the 
vicious. Truft experience of the aged foz 
they haue lpued longe time, fthynke not 
that fruict ſo rype oz whotſome whyche 
June bꝛingeth fo:the,as that of Auguſte: 
though in dede it be of colour pleaſaunt 
and delicious of taſte: Ano as all our anns 
tetours haue wozthcly bene called Patres, 
as wel in reſpect ot their tyme as of their 
knowledge, ſo I wthhe that all gentlemen 
in lyke maner may deſerue tobe woꝛthe⸗ 
ly called theyz childꝛen „ and in that too 
thyncke themſelues moit happy olſpꝛiug 
of ſo bonozable fathers. a 


Thus I conclude:a a man whyche hathe 
a moſt perfect good will to pzoffite ryght 
Gentlemen, and thereupon tooke thys 
labour inharnde;deſirynge them to ways 
1 my 


df Gentleman. 
my ſmall ſcience with my great good woll: 


rocks when they ſhall lape tn equall bas 


lances, and percepue my good 
meanyng moꝛe wayghtp 
then myſkyll, J 
doubt not 
but 
fn all offence to 
ſtand pardo nable. 


Imrinted at London in 


Fleſtrete nere to S, Dunſtones Church 
by Thomas Marſhe. 
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